
Drug rehab program says it's misunderstood
A Tribune Staff Report

ST. PETERSBURG — State
health officials fail to understand
how an effective treatment program
for alcoholand drug addiction oper-
ates, an officlaljj^m^traightjnc.
said Friday. ^

The official's comment comes
after two recent state reports criti-

cized Straight's rehabilitation cen-
ters in Pinellas Park and Orlando
for allowing the restralnLof patients-
and sloppy record keeping.

The state Department of Health
and Rehabilitative Services re-
newed the operating licenses for
each center for only~tfiree~monlli9,r
instead of the standard one year.

"We just have to have a meeting

of the minds," said Michael ScaJet-
ta, administrator of Straight's Orlan-
do program._"I don't think we have
a problem with anything HRS is say-
Ing; this is just a learning process
for everybody."

Scaletta said he hopes to meet
jffiUTHRS officials In the next few
weeks to discuss the report and li-
cense.
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