
ALEXANDRIA,- Va; ,<AP)>-
Falri ax^qtinlyi' niah '• '
classf-actloft suit agaih§t,-a drug rehiS-
biHtaUpn program iji.which Me ortc^
'pariicipated;t|iarging; thatt it1 brain'
washes :drugr users >an4 boids tteirt
iigalii^t tlieir will, •'''•^^t ',ffi* •':.

f (led i

Straight,: Inc;:ia^4 . i p l c t ; Court.
in Alexandria, a suburb.'of'iVashirig-^
ton, D,<^':>,- ; - ' . ' v T';v>;^'^ > - '.
i The Suit-alleged "outrageous and*

' unconscionabie^conducr-by Straight:
Jn Ite live brarichesv Including onejn'
Fairfax, ana asKed f of $,750,000* in
damages for Collins' and' each: of,
about 4,000 participants in ihe six-
year-old program. : ,

Collins charged he wds held cap-
'tive by Straight: for "5 >/£ months ear-
lier this year. According to Collins,
.his parents knew he was. being held,
but they were not named as a party
to the suit. •. . •'• . " . • ' . ,

He also alleged that the , firm's
program involved rnental and physl- '
cal abuse; solitary confinement and
"a prolonged diet of water3nd~ pea-
nut butter' sandwiches." ,' ^[' :'' .' •

Collins* parents could ; not be'!
reached for. comment. Ronald Gold-
farb,' a^ Washington •'•.lawyerJ'-'.Teprer.J
senting Stralghty declined cornmsent

..on -the suit Wednesday:,;': 'v ' • ; ; ' •
Straight, a private^ nOn-profit:

company, also operates programs in
SL Petersburg and Sarasota/Fla.,, At-
lanta and Cincinnati.                                  survivingstraightinc.com




