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By DAVID M. ENYDER
EWM'““’E.

Call her Alice. She is 15, with
short, bouncy blond hair and a phy+
sique that Mother Nalure has just
begun to rearrangeé. She's
yesterdoy's tomboy; tomorrow's
woman.

The program beligues that con-
fession is good for the soul. So, in
front of 200 Eopk — parents and
peéra — she begins a ritual:

“My name is Alice. I'm 15, I've
done pot and alcohol for about two
years. ['ve been here eight days.”

She talks on, her face contorting
and her voice cracking more and
mare as she tells about fights with
her parents, beating up her brother,
mmrr from her “druggie” friends,

grades . , .

“ « - Jwas unhappy all the time,"
she says. “So, I tried to find happi-
ness with guys — a bunch of differ-
ent guys that | didn't even know. It
didn't work. They twere just one-
night stands.”

When she says “‘one-night
atands,” he? composure disinte-

- grates. Her face turns deep red with
shame-rage. Tears pour down her
cheeks. Silence surrounds her quiet

sobs and a muffled cough from some-

one in the group seems as loud as a

A new place
for young to
‘get straight’

Straight Inc. ﬁ:ﬂn to be far
more open tuhgu scrutiny than
The Beed, wh erally refused to

disclose details of its finances. Hartz,
in fmct, readily offers visitors a
m&m to see the organization's

The program is divided into phas-
s, beginning with the complete sepa-
ration of the child from past environ-
ment and progressing as the child
gradually returns to home, school
and sociely.

Those who violate a long list of
rules, run away, or fail to make ac-
ceptable progress are held back until
they do it right.

PARENTS ARE not allowed to
talk to their children d the first
of the program, which lasts
rom two weeks to a month. They see
their children only across a crowded
room at the center on Park Street
North of Tyrone Boulevard during
“open meetings” twice weekly at
which emotions run high.

“When you were born you were
the joy of my life,” a woman told her
son, who stood across the room amid
his fellow oldcomers. “It was the
same when you were growing up,” she
said, “but then you started taking
drugs and something changed.
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cheeks. Silence surrounds her quiet
sobs and a muffled cough from some-
one in the group seems as loud as a

Tom, the staff member, sits fac-
ing her — inscrutable behind tinted
ir:nny glasses. He sits on his hands,

is thin shoulders hunched forward.

When Alice stops sobbing, he
speaks — softly, gently — reassur-
ing and rebuilding her confidence

L

Mother: whenyouwereborn you were the

joy of my life. It was the same when you were growing up. '
But then you started taking drugs and something changed.
Now, thanks to these people and thanks to you, you're the

L g e Tt st I i

id, “but th started taking

thanks to you, you're.the joy of

lifalihmmﬂlw&lmyn:z
Beaming, the boy said, "I love you

too, Mom."” ‘
IF CLOTHING styles of their

parents are any indication of their
socio-economic status, the teenagers

.’ v : . in Straight — almost all* white —
. Alice has just | the virtuall mnfmvﬁfalkawumbsfmn.thwlm. ‘come from all levels. .
inuol:nhla Spmun-! of ntiﬁ ' Li: Hl;uformndullcuhnllu,
ptraight, at Straight Inec, : o Straight clients are told to stay away
County's latest effort to get its sons SOI‘I: ‘| love you too, Mom. from their old friends and
and daughters off nonaddictive’ maintain a “cordial distance” until
drugs. 4 . they can handle temptation.

Like most of the approximately 130 teehagers in the program, she did This often leads to animosity and resentment among teenagers who
not volunteer to get straight — ‘was decided by her parents or the still are part of the drug scene, and, as a result, Hartz expects controversy.

courts.
She is jn a totally new environment — out of school, away from old
fl"llﬂdll.ni hupumu—-Iudin:.!‘urtbaprmnt,.highlyreﬁmudlifl.
Shuniﬂluun;mvmh:hrywﬂpphmuntﬂumt-lhn;m
to describe drugs. ’

LIKE MOST newcomers, she resents the loss of her freedom.
Pete (not his real name) is 16. He has been straight for 68 days. He did
not volunteer to get straight either. . X
: “Bafure,ihmlmldmuie.l'ﬂmu;htfrudnmmdmuwhltl
wanted to do, but I was a slave to making other people happy,” he says.
"Hw.l'phutudnwhltlmtludu.'

SR [ [,

“We're going to have an impact on the community and people are going
to say bad thinga about us,” he said.

Pressure from those in the drug scene already has been felt. Staff mem-
bers asked that their last names be withheld because *we still have old
dm&\.:in: friends that don't appreciate us.”

overriding characteristic of the program is that there is no laxity on

Besides strict rules such as no boy-girl relationships, no drug hangouts
or {riends who use and no telep calls for several months, “We
h:u:“n&iln:hmtlut'-hn'ui:hth:i:htmdnht'lmuhm.”'

WHO DETERMINES whit is right and wrong? ' *
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* wanted to do, but 1 was a slave to making other people happy,” he says.
“Now, I'm free to do what | want to do.”

Straight, like its highly-controversial dﬁednm. The Seed, is trying
tnpuudmtlnwldn?undueulm-d tive drugs by local teenagers. It
_ administers a heavy dose of traditional values to replace drug use and oth-
er behavior that parents and, presumably, society find unacceptable.

It was launched last September by local ionals and businesamen
to fill the gap left when The Seed closed its inellas County branch in 1975,

THEIR STATED aim was not to revive The Seed, which was simulta-
neously blessed as “saving kids’ lives” and damned asa “hrainwashing” fac-
tory that turned out "ro

Nevertheless, Straight — according to Circuit Judge Jack A. Page, who
has placed several teenagers in the prmm and calls it “excellent” —
seems Lo hasp the same effect, without "&dnummtiu.“

“I haven't had the kids revoit like they di with The Seed,” he said.
“hntlthunhlwbunlhmdnnmmphlnu[mmwmumdm

“It is an attitude , not just a drug program. It teaches self-
respect and tradi values and teenagers a strong sense of respon-
sibality, It would be good for types of delinquents, not just drug
abusers.” ;

James E. Hartz, Straight's director, who has a master's degree in pey-
chology, calls it “the most fantastic therapeutic sysiem I've ever seen.”

HARTZ DIRECTS & staff of “para-professionals” — mostly Seed
graduates in their late teens paid $6,200 a year — and volunteers, The staff
is touchy about comparisons of their with The Seed, and they
“E.' pains to show visitors that there are “no whips and chains in the clos-

et.
Boys and girls, 12 to 18, are-eligible for Straight if they use drugs and if
Mrpumumumpnuﬁyomdﬂmlmtrm.ﬂmm
The “minimum donation” for the four-month am is $350, but no
one will be turned away for lack of money, Hartz said. .
Straight Inc. is a private nonprofit organization. Its $130,000 budget for
the current fiscal year is aided by $60,000 in federal money. Straight Inc. is
applying for another $50,000 in {ederal funds,

Hartz said.

WHO DETERMINES whit is right and wrong? ' °

“We do,” Hartz says. Drugs and pre-marital sex “because we've seen
how it causes problems for the girls” are wrong, and obeying parents and

well in school are right, he says, giving examples.
: ese standards are fully ex to parents, and those who want
“the easy way out” are told to take their children elsewhere, he says.

. One of the most effective tools to impart these values to teenagers is
pberl:ﬂo_':p pressure. There were complaints that The Seed abused this tac- -
tic. says Straight uses positive pressure.

v v v

Frank, 17, has been in the program three days.

Clean-cut and articulate, he seems more mature than most of the teen-
ut:rds. f:m. says he has used pot and alcohol and other drugs, but I don’t
n [ ; ' ¥ "

No one in the program will listen to his side, he says, and besides, it's
ahf phony because the others “would do or say anything just to get out of

re." '

He doesn’t want to get straight.

Unruffied, Tom asks the group “How many of you want to help Frank
get straight?”

A hundred hands fly into the air. v

Frank is unmoved, and he tries to defend himself. But Helen, another
ﬂa{ﬁ;ﬂq?&m shouts out: "Don't worry Frank, you'll be on the staff here
someday. L

With that, the whole room erupts in laughter.

Flushed and near tears, Frank retreats to his chair.

v o

“He didn't know how to handle it — all that caring,” Hartz later.
:tmummmmammmmmam‘frm
1 dw:ﬁmhmuum “ihuili his parents is not alone. The Slrlilhtvﬂ::i
Ans hands, ing shoulders, encourage him to rev
hhf-limmdmm “we love you" when he cries.
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L



Straight from 1-8  me."

The result is that the “S

Language of drugs
Alcohol: A drug, no different

than j cocaine or heroin, .

Con: To fool, deceive, pull the
wool over someone's eyes; what

druggies do.

Druggie: A teenager who uses
Feeling bad: A description of

[}
of someone who is straight.

mtml:ﬁdanﬁpﬁm'

probably the most in

H;tn delinquents,
the graduate, says ight is one of the few rehabilita-. tude worked on some more,” she
Ygreat — it gave me a . .

Newcomer: A recent entrant

to the program.
! Object: What one druggie is fo
‘another druggie.

Oldcomer: A teenager in the
'ndw.tquutuum

Marijuana. :
Program, the: Straight Inc.
e

someone not
mu.mm.mumi
goal-oriented attitude toward life.

He puts it simply: L is

gvo bakesie

traightsa” proved and he is a happier v . o

a person., i v .

about the pro- “They didn't force me to do & ... Tom tells Alice that everyone

i e e e oty Ao meuts fo oy be e v o

a run 0 en, to

will help her get straight hn'{::lnl :

you want it or not.”

complete the ritu-



