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First Lady Nancy Reagan, on a two-day trip, talks also met with drug-prone adolescents and their
with fifth graders in Pinellas Park, Fla. taking part parents in a treatment program called Straight inc.
in a drug prevention program called ‘Alpha,’ She
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Youths pour
out stories
‘of drug use

By MAUREEN SANTINT
Assaciated Press Writer
ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (AP)—

declarations before a audi-
ence that included a Nancy
Reagan were always the same: ]
am a druggie."

For three hours Monday night,
theTirst lady sal in a hot auditorium

crowded with 300 drug-prone ado- Mrs. Reaganiorue:

lescents and 600 anxious parents in-

volved in a treatment program Mrs. Reagan's two-day onbe- oulrageous
S ehe atirss & e ‘s Ty half of drug Shese provemtion wes
sang enthusiastically. She heard an SO Rty Sar & S0 o e A
mmdh“uuthluh.”ﬁndw Monday night's program was an  °%
watched as & microphone was unusual experience
passed from parent Lo parent, some First, the children ‘r from
scolding their children for setbacks, their seats In front of the audito- E2™
others oftering proise and love. rium while their parents walted out- stances
And when the microphone finally side; loud, loud singing; a cappella; "PPErS,
got to the president's wife, her vodce : with hands moving in unison; such n;:
Inmmhwm“mr “H;‘M“ﬂ*l'nm Eie
things,” she toid the teen-agers. *1 Wy Way. how
Ermﬂﬂmarﬂlhﬂm Mﬂ;ﬂmﬁ:-ﬁdx mm
i wliing M Sy, s mance (hey had ever used (roach —oome
e P killer); the most outrageous place m:"
Being a parent myself, I know they tound o hide “l ‘_mr amd
T s T % o T mattress); how many had intro- ghyps
There's nothing as painful for a par- ® they
ent as having something happen o duced drugs to children baby-
their children apd nothing as hort- sal for (about hall); and so on.
ful.” Girls were pitted against the Inec. rules must remain
Then again to the youngsters: boys. The competition was so
B fogl ot d patofory sreng that ene Comnssier fisally  term goal s fe sarn the
know you will have it. I know every- me;ﬂm: g0 home." She began to
thing will be just fine," Srantically waved their hands high  had,
Ploase see Mrs. Reagan, page 10 in the air for a chance to reveal how
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Next, it was time for the parents.
Some said simply, **I love you,
Laura." The girl would shout out in
return, *'Love you, Mom."

For many children, the
takes a full year. The first 30 or 40
days are spenl away from home
with a foster family that has a child
who is nearly finished with the pro-
gram. For the remainder of the
time, the child returns home.

Program officials say 50 percent
of their participants are drug free
one year later, 25 pergent "“have
problems' and return for a re-
fresher course, and 25 percent go
hl%:ndrma. .

costs parents

tween $1,000 and $2,500. it gets no
government funds.




