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The leader of a St. Petersburg counseling group endorsed
Ja Inc. Fr iday and accused state officials of investigating

u i e j u v e n i l e d rug - t r ea tmen t program out of selfish motives.
Rev. Ruhot t L. Askew, on Kpiscop.il minister who presides

over Pa rp i i i s As'.ocintcd Inc., aaid he hna never seen Straight offi*
cials mistroat cl ients , os some persons have charged.

ASKEW SAID HF^VAS par t i cu la r ly disturbed uhcnsnmo
Pinellf.'i County homeowners Thursday said that o young girl had
t r ied to run away from n Straight foster home, but was chased and
caught by two other gir ls .

The residents complained about the incident to the Depart-
ment of Heal th und Hurubi l i la t ive Services (MRS), which haa
been inves t iga t ing s imi la r o l l epaLions against Straight,

Some of Ihe residents also told HRS t h a t Ihry have seen teen-
agers in handcuf f s being escorted intu the foster home.

"I DO NOT ACCKPT for a moment that this child (the al-
leged runaway) was t a k r n by force" and held against her will by
Straight, as state law forbids. Askew said.

The allegation about the handcuffs , he said, "is just totally un-
reasonable and far-fetched."

Askcw'a parents organization was formed lost September, U
currently hna no members other than the nine persons who sit as
corporate directors. Among them are St. Petersburg Police Chief

Mack M. Vines, Pinellas County Circuit Judge Jack Dadswell
and AaVcw'au i fc KHitabcth, '

" I IKS ia basically using this situation at Slroipht to raise JU
own crrdibi l i ty in this community," Aakew charged.

HE SAID ROBERT G. Marshall, HKS district director, re-
ccnlly said "lh.it HHS has sub-zero c red ib i l i t y in this community.
Now, he said Q m o u t h f u l when he snid it, and 1 agree with him 100
per cent."

"1 cnnnnl say that Mr. Murr.hnll has improperly handled the
investigation," Askew continued. Rut "frnrn what 1 read in the pa-
pers ... 1 would say that my antennae nre up and I very s t rongly

• suspect that Mr. Marshall is doing t h a t , . , ia improperly hand-
ling tlie investigation."

Without mentioning any other names, Askew criticized "a
very liberal segment of HRS that's very influential. They aren't
concerned about ffiial 1 would colder the proper things in deal-

• ing with juveni le misbehavior."
REACHED IN TALLAHASSEE, Marshall anid HRS is in-

vestigating Straight'Tor a very sincere reason .,. there was con-
cern expressed about the safety of children (in the program)."

HHS began examining Straight aft era series of articles inTVie
St. Petersburg Times quoted a youth who claimed to have been
beaten while enrolled there. While they were unable to prove any
mistreatment allegations, slate investigators found that Straight
apparently had held some clients against their will, in violation of
tho law.

A f > k o w also c r i t i curd ihnt law,
"If Die pa ren t doesn't have the au tho r i ty to Bay to the child,

'ymJ w i l l i> (1 to t lui t p r o K f . i m , 1 w h a t tlsc, what other recourse docs
the parcn'l have o t h e r t h a n just to let the t e e n a g e r run wild?"

"SOMETIMES IIKS. THE syaicm, works and aida and
abets d c l i n q u f M i t y r.r.;i d r u g abotc," he s.iid.

Pa re r. 1.3 can oblain " inv<i lun ta ry c o m m i l m c n t " orders from a
judge, bu t Ask rw- fon imcr . t r ; i , "hmv much l i t iga t ion is this going
to cruise Lelwccr , pcrcnU nnd cHih i rcn?"

"I ;lon'lwant lostr .r l on investigation of HHS, I'm not trying
lo t r i g ^ o r one c,ff," he said. "Hut I'd be ve ry i n t e r e s t e d in k n o w i n g
what the var ious i n d i v i d u a l s in the community" th ink about
HRS.

He urges persons wi th complaints about HRS to write him at
P.O. Box 15H1, St. Petersburg , 33731, or telephone 823-57-56.

"1 DON'T HAVE A N Y qualms about p u t t i n g u child in the
Straight program," Askew said. "I t h i n V tha t the St ra ight pro-
gram 13 one of tho most e f f e c t i v e d rug programs we have in the
state."

"I, as President of Parents Associated, would not send a child
out there if I thought in anyway that any of this type of thing was
going on."

"Alt I see out there ia a lot of luve and concern for a bunch of
, teenagers that neod htlp," ho saijT.^ [J *j ' 73>
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