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‘We want to reaffirm parental
authority. . . . We don’t think we
violate the civil rights of children. We
think we protect the civil rights of '

— William D. Oliver, Straight’s executive director.

in their program. One result of the investigation is that

Straight now must inform those who enroll of their right

to leave the program.

: About 10 percent of the children who are brought to

© Straight’s St. Petersburg center by their parents are not

treated because they won’t consent to the program, said

{ center director Randolph E. Ratliff,

He said the parents of about 15 of those teen-agers
have taken them to other states where children don’t

have to consent to treatment.

PARENTS OF two of those teen-agers, who are now
enrolled in a Straight center in Virginia, appeared at a
press conference Monday to tell of the hardship the HRS
stand has caused them.

“The state is trying to tell us we don’t have the right to
determine what is the right treatment for our son,”
complained one mother, Kathy Kramer. “We do not feel
comfortable bringing him back to the State of Florida the
way the laws are now.” '

One group of parents who have had children in the '
Straight program is promoting an amendment to the.
state law that would remove any question about the
parent’s right to force a child into treatment,

The organization, which calls itself Mothers Orga-
nized Movement for Parents Rights, is not connected
with Straight, Ratliff said. :

The group’s proposal would allow involuntary com-
mitment to a treatment center by a parent if an indepen-
dent evaluator agreed treatment was necessary. )
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