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Pinellas County’s latest effort to
set i sons and daughters off non.

addictive drugs will open in Jess than’

three weeks to what one organizer calls
the “backlog of desperation” among
the parents of teenapers.

To lead the effort, a citizena group
has hired James E. Hartz, who traded
his top post at g Georgin training cen-
ter for the mentaily retarded for a
crack ot some of Pinellas County's
dmg-pronc children.

Straight Ine,, a an-pmﬁt drug

s tresGheat prugrdm) opens Sept. § with
Hartz as it’s director,

For Hanz, 25, the compleaitiea of
d.rux rehshilitation will be o new expe-
rience. Straight's backers 'snid—lh;.“y
chose the youthful redhead becouse of
the adminisirative eapericnce he
gsined while at his $11,150-0-year job
as director of Richmond County (Ga.)
Training Center for the retarded.

“I'm still relatively new to the drug
field. s something I'll grow into,”
Hartz said at his sull sparsely fur.
nished office in the two-story building
at 500 43rd St. 8 where the program
will be based.

HIS APPROACH will be simple,

~ be says: “We think wa can leoch kids

that being high on life is more impor-

tant than being high oa drugs — that's
itin o nutshell”

That lesson will cost parents $500
per child. However, Straight plana to
tade non-paying, court-referred clients
with hopes thal the stale will
reimburse it for tha service,

. At full capacity, Straight hopes to
handle 200 to 300 clients at a time.

Hartz, and Straight Inc., are the
product of six months of around-
the-table discussions by a group of Pi-
rellas County physicians, businessmen
and governrment officials.. They were

‘
"brought togethes, hey say, by tha com-
mon desira to gvo the community
aomething it has mt had since the last
teenage-rehabilitmion program, The
Secd. closed its dwrs in October.

Straight's baciirs don't want the
new program asociated with The
Sced, which lakes its name from the
biblical asertion that faith “as {small
03) o grain of musgard seed” can move
nmountuing, and presumably, cuze a
drug problem.

THE ORGANIZERS, most of
whom are listed in Straight’s charter,
aceording to Hyrty, are: Leon H. Sell-
ers, velennarian; . Carl Garby, sur-
gess, Fred M. Kahicld, fuaceal direc-
tor and furmicr clairman of the Sun-
coast Anti-Comuwnist Forum; Ray
Waymire, furmer director of the City
Office of Crime Prevention, whero
organizers often met; Mel Sembier,
resl estate developer; Ted M. Ander-
8om, lumber company president who
donated the 43rd Street building to

approach.

“1 happen to feel that you can com-
municate with an individual without
degrading kim, humiliating him and
without depriving him of all Li
uniqueness,” says Hartz, who holda 8
master's degrea in psychology from
West Georgia College at Carrollton.

Hartz says “cussing and swearing”
in therapy sessions ta furce clicnts to
bare their true feelings — one of the
criticisms of The Sced — is the prod-
uct of “untrsined, unsupervised and
unqualified stafl — it's not going to
happen here” c

FACED WITH AN evasiva,
drug-sbusing teenager in therapy,’
Hartz a0id his staff will use a positive
approach to extract inner [leelings.
{"Man, you're connin’. When you get
through all the bull, we'll get down to
changi’,” Harlz gave as an example.)

But Hertz emphasized that
Straight “is not going to be a country
club. 1t's hard . . . getting Kitts off some-

Straight; Robert E. Chapin, drug cnn;{/,;l,;“ By 4
. , 7 they like.

pony president; Herbert Goldsten
clinical psychologiat on the stalf of the
Child and Developmenial Center;
Thoinas E. Wykof?, Glearwater plumb-
ing contractor; and Arthur Bauknight,
8n insurance agent.

"We dont wanl a warmed up
Secd,” says Bo-ki.ght. "We decided Lo
investigale various drug-rehabilitation

rograms because we had nothing
cre.

When Straight opens, it will havo
been nearly a year since Art Barker
sbandoned tho Pinellas County
branch of The Sced, the state’s largest
drug rehabilitation program. From the
doy it opencd in May 1973, The Sced
was simultaneously blessed os “saving
knds"livzs," ard dumned as a "brain-
washing” factory that turncd out
“robot-like” graduates.

Whatever it was, the people at
Straight say they are taking a different
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Whatever it's going Lo be, it is guing -

1o cost about $130,000 to operate dur-
ing the first year. When its backers
announced the program at the end of
July, Sellers, a principal organizer,
said Straight hoped to avoid govern.
ment [inancing.

But withio two wecks, Hariz!
announced that Straight has nceepted
0 847,394 Law Vnforcement Assistance
Administration grant funneled
through the Pinellas Metropolitnn
Criminal Justice Planning Council.

Hartz says the funds will be uscd as
“startup™ money, to get the program
through the first year. After that, he
said, the program will rely on client
fees and community donations to slay
afloat.

AN

HARTZ WOULD NOT discloss
what Streight's organizers offered him
in salary to lure him to the program.
“I'm going lo pay my staff well, and
I'm going to be paid well," he said, add-
ing that 880,000 to $90,000 of the 3130,-
€00 budget is designated as salary
funds for him end a stalf of 5ix or soven
“para-professionals.”

‘Those staffers, he said, will bs
drawn from the ranks of gradustes of
The Seed and other zehabilitation pro-
grams. Hartz said he hopes eventunlly
to hire bachelor-degree-level psycholo-
gists and sociologists Lo strengthen the
- ¢ stoff
PR With such a starl, Hartz said, he ia
¥, ,‘: developing o two-weck clicnt program,
‘l centered wround three therapy secs-
i

S .

sions during the 12-hour day clients
will remain within the walls of
Straight. Hartz said the program will
include the flezibility to extend itself
for teenopers who require Jonger stays,
and for those who are allowed to re.
.main in school.

i ith . .
’ Qo\z{ﬂfﬂnliﬁf?: t When ‘tho dally sessions end at 9
anin 'v'd%‘:" ou p.m., the plan is that most clients will

degrading-bim, enter foster homes to keep them away
humiliating him an rom the daily routine in which their

ithout depriving him of Tug habit blossomed. .

v allhlspuniqfonass.‘ The hGmaawill be those of Straight

. groduotes and ﬂ%i_es_lgned to

~— JAMES E. strengthen “drug-frce™~liying atli-

HARTZ tudes, Hartz said. There, clienta will

write a daily "moral-inventory report”

on their progress, accarding to Golds-

tein, who compiled the program's ob-

jectives from the organizational mees-
ings.

PARENTS ALSO WILL be
asked to porticipate in their child's
zehobilitation. “If you want a young-
ater to get off drugs,” Herte suid, “the

“thappen to foel that you

family has to ba involved.”

Some of the goals set forth ia
Coldstein's program outline may be
dropped in favor of Hartz' ersplasis on
preparing the 14- o 18-year-cld clien-
tele to ze-enter and cope with ysuthful
socicty, Hartz said. One u_x:h Golds-
tein proposal called for Straight gradu-
ates to form 8 “graduate sotiety” in
which“pins and rmedaliions with a saci-
ety logo con be designed ond emphasis
can be placed un wearing the medal-
lion or pin with pride.”

Hortzesaid he deesn't want Straight
gradusles 1o feelisolated when they re-
turn to school, jobs ond friends. Critics
of the Seed program clairced that pro-
gram fostered such isolaticn. .

*“We want kids who can cffectively
relate tothe envitonmernt they're goirg
back to, not ta totally alicnate thers.
We don't want to develop robats and
weirdos.”

Though he acknowledges that he
has had no direct experience in drug
treatment progzams (he said what ex-
perience he has comes [rom worzing
with the mentally retarded, where, be
says, there i3 a high incidence of drug
abuse), Hartz thinks Straight's fermu-
1a will cure the drug babits of £0 to 70
per cent of its clients.

And, ils supporters think,
Straight's formula is already genczat-
ing enthusiasm arcong parens with
drug-abuse problems in their fimiiies.
Bauknight says he knaws of 15 tamilies

* who are considering the pregrem.

*] don't think there's any question
that there's going 1o Le pesple here
when we open the door Sept. 1,” said
Bauknight's wife, Lila. Added her hus-
band: “Thére's n_};gk!cg of Cespera-
tion zight now.” i

www.survivingstraightinc.com





