
Pinellas County's latest effort to
gel ita sons and daughters off non-
addictive drugs will open in less than
three w e e k s 10 what one organizer calls
the "backlog of desperation" among
the parents of teenagers.

To lead tho effort , a c i t izens group
has hired James K. Har tz , who traded
his top post at a Georgia t ra in ing cen-
ter for the mental ly retarded for a
crack at some of Pinellas County's
drug-prone children. /

[_Suai(:hl Inc., a (non-profit drug
, t r c&fmi f i iL prux.-ahijopitos Sept. 1 with

Hartz as it's director.
For Haru , 2ii, the complexit ies of

drug r t h a h i l i t a t i o n will be u new expe-
rience. St ra ight ' s backers said they
cn"t>se the y o u t h f u l redhead because, of
the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e e x p e r i e n c e he
gained w h i l e at his Jll.lOQ-a-year job
aa director of Richmond County iGa.)
Tra in ing Center for the r e t a rded .

"I'm s t i l l relat ively new to the drug
field. It's something I'll grow into,"
HarU said at his s t i l l sparsely fur -
Dished off ice in the two-story building
at 700 -43rd St. S where the program
hill be based.

HIS APPnOACH will bo simple,
^ he Bf l>s : "We 'hink *" can Icafh ItiJs

ihot being high un life is more impor-
tant than being high on drugs — that's
it in n nutshell."

That lesson wil l cost pnrenU $500
p*r child. However , Straight plana to
lake non-paying, court-referred clienU
w i t h hopes thai the state wil l
reimburse it for the service.

At full capacity, Straight hopes to
handle 200 to 300 clients at a time.

Haru, and Straight Inc., ere the
product of aix months of around*
trie-table discussions by a group of Pi-
r.ellas County physicians, businessmen
«jid government officials.. They were

•brought together* hey say, by tha com- approach.
mon deairo to gvo tha community "I happen to feel that you can com-
aomclhing it has Et had aince the laat municatc with an individual without
leenflge-rehabil i lff ion program, Tha degrading him, humiliating1 hira and, , ra an
Seed, closed iU d^ra in October. . without depriving him of all lisa

' ' "
, . . a isa

Straight's bacltrs don'l want the uniqueness," saya Hartz, who holds a
new program as>ociated wi th The master's dcgrca m psychology from
« * - - ' - L! ' • ' • • - • ' West Georgia College a t Carrollton.

"
Seed, which Uikt:i JLa name from th.
biblical asertion lhat fu i lh "as (smnll
os) a grain of rnuiiard seed" can move
mountains, nnd presumably, cure a
dru^ problem.

THE ORGANIZERS, most of
whom are li.-Ucd in Straight's charter,
acci-rding to Hyrli, art: Leon H. Sell-
ers, vctL'/m.iriaii ; H. Corl Gatby, sur-
gtKt i . rii-il i( . K^ficld, fnnvro l direc-
tor and f u r r i i t r L) a i rman of the Sun-
cuasl An l i -Co inu iu i i i&l Forunv, Hay
Wnymire. former d i rec tor of the City
Office of Crime Prevent ion , where
organizers of ten met; Mel Scmbier,
real estate developer; Ted M. Andcr-
aon, lumber company president who
donated the -13rd Slrcct b u i l d i n

Hartz saya "cussing and swearing"
in theiapy sessions to furce clients to
bare their true feelings — one of tho
criticisms of The Seed — is Ihe prod-
uct of "untrained, unsuperviscd and
unqualif ied ataff — it's not going to
happen here."

FACED WITH AN e v a c i v o ,
d rug -abuy ing teenager in therapy,
Hartz aaid his s luf f will u*c a positive
approach to extract inner feelings.
("Man, you're cunnin'. When you get
through all the bull, we'll gel down to
changinV Harlz gave as an examplf.)

But Har tz e m p h a s i z e d tha i
Straight "is not going to be a country

' '). It's hard_. L..xt;UiD£luil3£ff 9omc-. _ .„.„ „,,,.... UU111.,,I1B to cmo. ii a nara_. L

Slmighl; Hubert I. Chapin, dniR c o m - ^ t h i n f r t h o y l ! k e > :

?K?LP'C8lt!l'r!t: .M L ' r b cf t ColtlslerrfT Whatever U'B going to be, it is guing
" " " to cost about $130,000 to operate dur-

ing the first year. When its backers
announced the program at the end of
July, Sellers, a principal organizer,
said Straight hoped to avoid govern-
ment financing.

But w i t h i n two weeka, Har lz '
announced thai Straight haa acccplcd
a $«17,394 Lav/ Enforcement Assistance
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n g r a n t f u n n e l c d
through the Pinellaa Metropolitan
Criminal Justice Planning Council.

Hartz says the funds will be used aa
"startup" money, to get the program
through the first year. After that, he
eaid, the program will rely on client
fees and community donations to i»lay
afloat.

-- - —clinical psychnlugij t on the. i taff of thn
Chi ld and Deve lopmen ta l Center;
Thomas E. Wykoff, Ofearwatcr plumb-
ing contractor; and Arthur Bauknight,
an insurance ogenl.

"We don ' t w a n t a warmed up
Secd,"sa>!> Bai ki..pht. "We decided to
inves t iga te various drug-rehabi l i ta t ion
programs because we had nothing
here."

When Siiaifiht opens, it will have
been nearly a year since Art Barker
a b a n d o n e d t h o P ine l l aa County
branch of The Seed, the slate's largest
drug rehabi l i ta t ion program. From tha
day it opened in May 1973, The Seed
was s imul taneous ly blessed as "saving
kids' lives," and damned as a "brain-
washing" factory that turned out
"robut-lilu" graduates.

Whatever it was, the people at
Straight say^the^yare taking a different

'3happen to foenhat you
i communicate with

HARTZ WOULD NOT dlacloaa
whal Straight's organizers offered him
in salary to lure him to the program.
"I'm going to pay my staff well, and
I'm going to be paid well," he said, add-
ing that $BO.OOO to $90.000 of the $130,-
COO budget ia designated aa salary
funds for him and a staff of siioraevcn
"pnra-professionals."

Those atalfcra, he said, will be
drawn from the ranka of graduates of
The Seed and olher rehabilitation pro-
grama. Hartz eaid he hopes eventually
to hire bachelor-dtgrec-levcl psycholo-
gists and sociologists to strengthen the
staff.

With Duth a staiT, Hartz said, he is
developing o two-week client program,
centered around three therapy ics-
aiona during the 12-hour day clients
wi l l r ema in wi th in the wal ls of
Straight. Hartz said the program will
include the flexibility to extend itself
for teenagers who require longer slays,
and for those who are allowed to re-
main in school.

SMi/m, enter foster homes to keep them away
humiliating him anu^^+^hom the daily routine in which their

without depriving him of drbg-hflbj^bloasomcd.
all his uniqueness,'

—JAMES E.

^will be those of Straight
graduates antP^iH^be designed to
strengthen "drug-frcTMiying alli-

HARTZ tudea. Harlz said. There, clients will
write a daily "moral- inventory report"
on their progress, according to Golds-
tein, who compiled the program's ob-
jectives from the organizational meet-
ings.

PARENTS ALSO WILL be
asked to participate in their child's
rehnbililalion. "If you want a young-
ater to get off drugs." Hartz stiid, "the

family ha* to ba Involv&d."
Soms of the goals act forth ia

Goldstein's program oo'.line may be
dropped in favor of Haru' erapKaaa on
prepar ing tht 14- to 18-year-old cl ien-
tele lore-enUr and copa with youthful
society, Harlz said. One auch GolJi-
lein proposal called for Straight gradu-
ates to form a "graduate society" in
which "pina and medall ions wi th a soci-
ety logo can be designed ar.d ernphiiis
can be placed on v. earing the rned&i-
lion or pin with pride."

Horlzsaid he doesn'l war.'. Straight
graduates to feel isolated w h t n they re-
turn to school, jobs and fr ier .ds . Critica
of the Seed program claimed that pro-
gram fostered such isoljticn.

"We want kids who can t f fec t ive iy
iclale to the environmer.l they're gr/.r-g
back to, nol to totally alicnat'; theri.
We don't want to develop robots arid
weirdos."

Though he acknowledges that ha
ha* hod no direct cipcrience in drug
treatment programs (he said wha t ez-
pcricr.ce he has comes from v-ork.r,?
wilh the mentally retarded, w h e r e , be
soys, there ia a high incider.ee of drug
abuse), Haitz th inks Straight 's fcrc*u-
la will cure the drug habiu of vO Us 70
per cent of its clients.

A n d , i t s s u p p o r t e r * t h i n k ,
Straight's formula is already g e n e r a t -
ing enthusiasm arcor.g parent vnb
drug-abuse problems in their f imilici.
Bauknighlsaishe knows of 15 iarr.iliea
who are considering the prcgrc.oi.

"1 don't think there's any qutation
that there's going to be people here
when we open the door Sept. 1," said
BauknighL's wife, Lila. Added her hus-
band: "The'rc'j a ^.^cklog of despera-
tion right now.* c • ^>

                        www.survivingstraightinc.com




