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the standard fees paid by Medicare
was not an easy one to make dur-
ing a time of state budget cuts, a
university official said.

"We're deeply concerned about
the long-term effects of the finan-
cial crunch on the quality of health
care available to the people of
Virginia," Don E. Detmer, U.Va.'s
health sciences vice president, said
after Friday's decision.

A significant portion of the med-
ical school's financing comes from
earnings of its doctors, he said. By
agreeing to accept Medicare's
payment plan starting Jan. 1,
those earnings will drop, Detmer
said.

But he added: "Full participa-
tion in Medicare will benefit some
patients, and we're pleased about
that."

By The Associated Press

Teen Drug Clinic
Cited For Cover-Up
In Sex Abuse Case

GARFIELD JIM DAVIS

FAIRFAX (AP) - Virginia of-
ficials cited a private Fairfax
County drug treatment center for
failing to report allegations a 13-
year-old boy was sexually abused
by another patient, state docu-
ments show.

The citation is one of at least 45
violations the state has found at
Straight in recent years. The resi-
dential program for teen-agers also
has been the target of lawsuits
locally and nationally.

Violations cited since 1985 in-
clude allowing strip searches of
youths in front of their peers,
punishing patients by withholding

•food and depriving youths of
education in the early days of
treatment, according to the state
records.

Straight spokeswoman Joy C.
Margolis said program officials
notified the county as soon as they
heard of the alleged abuse last
December.

The private, non-profit program
treats about 130 children and
young adults at the Fairfax facili-
ty. Patients range in age from 10 to
the early twenties. The Florida-
based drug treatment program for
adolescents has eight facilities na-
tionwide.

Straight officials say their pro-
gram revolves around "positive
peer pressure." Clients who have

been in the program gain increas-
ing authority to guide, and some-
times confront, newcomers in their
recovery from drug use. Treatment
generally lasts about a year.

Although the 8-year-old Fairfax
center has been cited for numerous
violations, state officials say the
violations are not serious enough
to close the facility.

Straight signed a consent
agreement in July, promising to
correct its actions.

Straight Inc. has drawn criti-
cism throughout the country for its
controversial rehabilitation pro-
gram since it was founded in St.
Petersburg, Fla., in 1976.

Lawsuits have been filed against
Straight by parents and clients al-
leging imprisonment and emo-
tional and physical abuse. In 1985,
a federal appeals court in Alexan-
dria upheld a $220,000 verdict
against Straight after a Fairfax
County man claimed he was falsely
imprisoned.

According to state documents,
Straight has been cited over the
years for punishing clients by
depriving them of sleep, drinking
water, snacks, meals and visits
with parents or legal guardians.

Straight denied the charges and
maintained that clients were
treated with dignity consistent
with health, safety and therapy.

VFW Admits Undervaluing
Land Sold To Lawmaker

FAIRFAX (AP) - Owners of
land in the path of a planned
highway misjudged the parcel's
potential value when a state
legislator and a former Prince
William County supervisor bought
it, the owners and others said.

The legislator, Del. David G.
Brickley, D-Prince William, and
former supervisor G. Richard
Pfitzner made a $485,000 profit on
the 3.8-acre parcel, according to
Fairfax County land records.

The pair purchased the parcel
from the county chapter of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars and

resold it to the state 15 months
later.

The Washington Post has
reported a federal grand jury in
Alexandr ia has subpoenaed
assessment information and other
records about the parcel. The
grand jury is reportedly in-
vestigating land sales in a mile-
long stretch of the Fairfax County
Parkway.

The newspaper reported Sunday
the p robe was a p p a r e n t l y
prompted by questions about why
the state was purchasing land from
a m e m b e r of the G e n e r a l
Assembly.

"It felt good to take off 40 Ibs.
with Nutri/System. It feels even better

to keep them off-for 2 years now."
"The best thing about Nutri/System for
me was the Maintenance Program.
That's where I learned to keep the
weight off.
I learned you don't have to take the fun
out of eating. You just have to eat
smarter—foods that are good-tasting,
but also healthy and nutritious.
From what Nutri/System taught me, I'll

continue to be thin. And that's
something to look forward to."

Try the Nutri/Systenf
Crave-Free" Weight
Loss Program that
includes a variety of
delicious meals
and Craving Control"
snacks, nutritional and
behavioral counseling,
light activity, and
weight maintenance.

Don't Wait,
Call Today.

We Succeed
Where

As people vary, so don an individual's weight k»a
Fail You.

nutri/systcm
weight loss centers

Our client,
Jon Smoot,
lost 40 Ibs.
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PAY FOR ONLY HALF
THE WEIGHT YOU WANT TO LOSE*

•Special offer does not include the cost ol NUTRI/SYSTEM foods and initial evaluation fee, and cannot be combined with other offers.
The discount will apply to the price in effect at the time of enrollment. Valid only with the purchase of a new program at a participating center.

One discount per person.

1-800-321-THIN
HARRISONBURG

2870 B South Main Street
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• Coupon expires: 10/8/90
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