FLORIDA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

TALLAHASSEE
COMMITTEES:

GEORGE [. BAUMGARTNER APPROPRIATIONS
REPRESENTATIVE, 100TH DISTRICT COMMERCE
18221 N. E. 21ST AVENUE
NORTH MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA 33162 .ua I"“h l 2 ’ 197 3 FINANCE & TAXATION

Honorable Reubin 0'D. Askew
Office of the Governor
State of Florida
Tallahassee, Florida 32304 ]

Dear Governor:

~

I have waited a lono time to write this letter and have tried
many remedies so as not to have to. VYou may remember last
July when we met in the corridor of the Capitcl and then

went to your office, and we discussed the problems The Seed
Drug Rehabilitation Frogram was havinc in obtaining a2 per-
manent state license from the Cifice of Drug Abuse, I
followed your advice and met with Damon Holmes that day. I
also met with Emmett Roberts in September and the staff
members of the evaluation team when they reviewed the evalua-
tion report the latter part cof August. Mr. Roberts required
parts of the report dealinc with hearsay and criticisms of
Mr. Barker's personality be removed. After many new leaks
(by the department personnel) prior o the reports public
release, Mr. Barksr received s copy of the report several
days after its official release (not per agreement).

The Broward County Seed received its 1972 license from the
Cffice of Druc Abuse the following Cctober., You would think
this would have been the end of department and local problems,
obut not so. The Broward Zeed, because of the type of program
it conducts, was deluged by Padu uounty parents asking help
for their children, PCldQ’DC ry'élf When Mr. 3arker
announced his plan to move into Dade County with a second
Seed for Dade County children, criticism started all cver
acain--both lccal and state.

fice of Druc Abuse for a Dad

H,
iy

Nr. Barker applied to the C o
County license cn November 14, 167? and to this date a 1
has not been issued--although the 973 license haS baen Iv—
ceived for the 3Broward operation. Thi d
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YJonorable Feubin C'D. Askew

Pace 2

lencth of time for an 2stablished procram. If the state law
was intended to protect the patients in druc crograms by
licensinc them, then the Cffice of Tiruc Abuse is a failure,.
There have been an average of six hundred young people, aces
10-28, in the Dade County Seed Program each month for the
months of December, January, rebruary and now March., A

total number of patients tc come in the past three and one
half months exceeds 1100. So what is the Cffice of Druc
Abuse in their licensing procedure doing to protect them
through their lonc delay in licensing them?”

I believe a license should be issued to The Seed Program in
Dade County immediately, based on its history and performance
in Broward County, provided the facility in Dade County meets
the reguirements set forth in state law, The Cffice of Drug
Abuse has done nothinag to prove it should not be allowed to
operate and be properly licensed in Dade County or any other
county in the state

I am very disappoin‘ed in the record established by the Cfrlca

of Druc Abuse since its inception; also in the amount of money
‘bquested to Operate for the cominc year. They appear to be
very weak and ineffective in their oc*ratiOW, and particularly
in their attitude in turning over their lecal authority by
rlorida statute to local Hezlth Planning uouncils py contract,

who are an advisory committee only.

Fty
(

) L

The druc oroblem is s0 great in our Florida schoel system that
in Dade County alone it is estimated there are sixty thousand
junior and senicr high school suudonts wuo could be classified

=

as drug experimenters and abusers. The National Institute of
Mental Health repocrt for the entire United Ctates for the
month of October shows the Broward County Seed to have ¢51

drug free clients in the program, compared to ten programs in
Dade County with 17% in druc free therapy. The record speaks

. . -
for itself,

i}

W O by b = 7

It is unfortunate that this procram is nct encouraged by the
Cffice of Drug Abuse *tc expand its program throuchout the
state, insteed of having cbstacles thrown before it at every
turn,
will arrive in Tallahassee Monday, March 1¢th, and request
o meet with vou to discuss this problem and to come to some
inal solution to the licensinc procedure within the Gifice
f Drug Abuss, I would appr reciate being informed of the
ppropriate time and place.
Sincaraly,
- P
G3/il Georce”Baumgartner
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FLORIDA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

TALLAHASSER

GEORGE I. BAUMGARTNER
REPRESENTATIVE, 100TH DISTRICT

15221 N. E. 21ST AVENUE e -
NORTH MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA 33162 March 12, 1¢73

Honorable Reubin 0'D. Askew
Office of the Governor
State of Florida

Capitol

Tallanhassee, Florida 32304

Dear Governor:

COMMITTEES:
APPROPRIATIONS
COMMERCE
FINANCE & TAXATION

I have waited 2 lonc time to write this letter and have tried
many remediss so as not to have to. You may remember lsst
July when we met in the idor of the Capitcl and then

went to your office, and liscussad the prooblems The Seed
Drug Rehabilitetion Frocram was nevinc in cdbtzinino 2 ner-
mancnt statle license from tne Ciiice cof Druc Apuse, I
followed your advice and met with Damon Holmes that day, I
also met with Zmmatt Roberts in September and the staff
members of the evaluaticon {eam when they reviswad ths evelua-
tion repert the latter part of Aucust. INr, Poberts reguired
parts of the report dealinc with hesarsay and criticisms of
Mr. Barker's ov2rsonality be removed. After meny new leaks
(by the departmant parscnnel) prior %o th2 reports public
release, MNr, Barker received & copy of the report several
days after its official release (not par acrcement).
The Broward County Seed received iits 1672 license from ihe
Office 0of Druc Abuse the followinc Cctober, You would think
this would have been the end of depariment end lccal gpreblems,
but no* so. The Proward Ssed, bocauss oI tvoe of procram
it conHU”*s, was deluced by Dade County carents sckine help
for their children, includinc mvsalf, ‘hon Ny, 3erker
announced his plan to move inte Dade Zounty with a cecond
Secd for Deade CTounty children, criticism started all over
again-=-botn leccal and state.
Nr, Barker @pplied to the Gffice of Druu Abuce 1or a Dade
County license on Novembar 14, 1072, and to *his date a liconce
has not boen issund-~alihcouch tno 1972 licenss has feen re-
ceived for the 3roward operaticon., This seems like an undue
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Honorable Feubin C'll, Askew
Page 2

length of time for an established procrem. If the state law
was intended to oro*ect the patiente in druc procrams by
licensinc them, then the Cffice of Drug Abuse is a failure.

There have been an averacge of six hundred youna pQODl ages
10-28, in the Dade C ounty Seed Program eacnh month for +Ho
months of DOC@“bﬂI, January, reoruary and now March. A
total number of patients to come in the past three and one
half months excesds 1100, So what is the Cffice of Drug
Abuse in their licencing procedure doing to protect them
through their lonc delay in licensing them?

I believe a license should be issued to The Seed Frogram in
Dade County immediately, based on its history and performance
in Broward County, provided the facility in Dade County meets
the requirsments set forth in state law, The Ofrfice of Druc
Abuse has done nothinoc to prove it should not be allowed to
operate and obe properly licensed in Dade County or any other
county in the state.

I am very dlsap001n ed in the reccrd established by the Cffice
of Druc Abuse since its incepticn; also in the amount of money
requested to ovv_at ror the cominc year. They appear to be
very weak anc ineffective in their operation, and perticularly
in their attitude in turning over their legal authority by
Florida statute %o local Health Planning Councils by contract,
who are an advisory committee only.

ol

The drug problem is so oreat in our Florida school system that
in Dade County alone it is estimated there are sixty thousand
junior and senior hich school studants who could he classified
as drug experimenters and abusers. The National Institute of
Mental Health report for the entire United Ciates for the
month of Cctcober shows the Broward f"oumv Seed to have ¢51
druo free clients in the program, compared to ten programs in
Dade County with 17¢ in drug free therapy. The record speaks
for itself. :

.

It is unfortunate that this procram is nct encoursced by the
Office of Drug Abuse to expand its program thrcuchout the
state, instead of having obstacles thrown oefore it at every
turn.,

T will arrive in Tallahassce Monday, March 1¢$th, and request
to meet with vou to discuss this precblem and tc come to some
final solution to the licensinc preccedure within the Cffice
of Drug Abuses. I would apprecicte beinc informed of the
appropriate time and place.

_—

/, z
C 4 .
TN s "&_‘
e 47 -
GB/11 Georce Raumcartnor
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Honorable Reubin C'D, Ackew
Page 3

J. Noeder, Miami Herald

B. Louria, HMNorth Dade Journal
W. Dosier, Sun Feporter

T. Bryant, Miami News

D, Schoate, Channel 7

F. Francis, Channel 4

M. Eaton, A. Dias, Channel 10
Ray Sterr ‘

Steve Roger, City Desk, Miami Herald

Rep. T. Sessums
Senator M, Horne
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FLORIDA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

TALLAHASSEE
COMMITTEES:
R GEORGE I. BAUMGARTNER APPROPRIATIONS
Tt e E ey avenoe e & T
NORTH MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA 33162 February 7 s 1974 FINANCE & Taxamion

Mr. David Beecher
Governor's Office

The Capitol

Tallahassee, Fla. 32304

Dear Dave:

Enclosed is copy of the Dade delegation report on drug
rehabilitation programs in Dade County and some of their
problems--past and present. I thought this would be of

interest to you.

I checked with Art Barker on the LEAA grant for St.
Petersburg and was informed that the local comprehensive
drug programs in the county were requiring more stringent
regulations than the grant was written for, i.e. the
county is to retain all funds and issue checks on a
voucher system for the disbursement of the monies, Art
advises me that he is seriously considering rejecting

the grant because of the additional conditions and re-
lying solely on community support (non governmental).

No other problems exist to my knowledge.

Thanks again.

Sincegely,

GB/il “George Baumgartner
Enc.

survivingstraightinc.com



February 25, 1974

Mr. George I. Baumgartner
Representative, District 100
15221 liortheast 21 Avenue
North Miami Beach, Florida 23162

bear George:

Thank you very much for sending to me the
Dade delegation report on drug rehabilitation
programs in Dade County. I read the report with
much interest and hava sent a copy of it to Judce
Ryder. I would like to get his thoughts on this
which 1 will pass on to you.

I am enclosging a copy of a letter from
Art Barker concerning his rejection of rederal
and State funds to operate the corporation.
George, I would appreciate hearing vour insights
on this matter.

q I am looking forward to getting together
with you soon.

Sincerely,

David R. Beecher
Soclial Services Advisor

DRB/be

knclosure

survivingstraightinc.com
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