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The Seed,

the only program
Wwhich is spectacularly[

successful

Those of us who care about our young people are running this open letter to let the people of Amer-
ica know that we support Art Barker's Seed program which has helped 5,000 young people in their
life and death struggle against the ravages of drugs. We know because we are the parents, rela-
tives, and friends of these young people. As civic minded, concerned citizens, we want the best for
our country. This open letter will convince you that The Seed is THE BEST — the MOST SUCCESS-
FUL, THE LARGEST, and the MOST ECONOMICAL drug rehabilitation program of its type in the

world! We want it for our young people!

THE SEED TEACHES LOVE

The faith of “a grain of mustard seed” to
move whole communities , . , the faith and
conviction that young people can be mo-
tivated to develop the ability and empathy
Jto help themselves, and others . . , led to the
beginning of The Seed by Art and Shelly
Barker in July, 1970, at Fort Lauderdale,
Florida.

Art Barker, President and Founder of The
Sead, Inc, was previously involved for a four-
teen-year period working with alcoholics,
young narcotic addicts, and juvenile delin-
quents on an individual basis,

During World War I, Mr, Barker served
with distinction in the United States Air Force,
Enlisting as a private in 1942, he flew fifty-
one missions as a staff sergeant tail gunner.
He was wounded in action and decorated.
H!?i ended his tour of duty as a commissioned
officer.

Mr. Barker's prime objective for The Seed
program is the rehabilitation of the youth of
this country, to become respected members
of their community, discover that they can
love themselves, love others, !o_\.'r_?_ igmﬂ!.
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operation with law enforcement officlals was
established. School officials arranged for
Seed representatives to speak at school as-
semblies and Individual classes as part of
drug abuse education; Public awareness was
achieved through the efforls of young speak-
ers from The Seed who willingly went befors
many clvic, community and church organiza-
tions, in order that the people be Informed of
the current drug abuse epldemic.

Invaluable volunteer services were ex-
tended to The Seed, and continue to date, as
a cooperative effort on the part of parents,
who participate in many facets of The Seed
operation.

THE SEED IS UNIQUE

The Seed is quite unique in that it believes
in using the community for assistance and
support, and has involved the many fine civic,
service, and church organizations, as well
as professional, community, and business
leaders within the areas served, It is the
beliet of The Seed that the involvement of
the above areas is most important to enable
the young people to go back into their envi-
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Given by the Northeast Sertona Club of St.
Petersburg.

1972 — "Honorary Doctor of Social Sciences”.
Bestowed by Ft. Lauderdale University, Fort
Lauderdale, Florida.

1971 — “Man of The Year" award for out-
standing contributions in the field of drug
abuse, Given by Florida Education Associa-
tion,

1971 — “Community Service" award for dis-
tinguished achievement, given by the Brow-
ard Times",

Extensive in-service training is afforded
selected Seed graduates to prepare them for
specitic assignments and program Staff posi-
tions. These graduates are carefully screened,
using the criteria of empathy, love, honesty,
dedication, and leadership qualities, These
outstanding young people, in their Staff posi-
tions, take on great responsibilities, and are
dedicated to helping their peers and to the
basic concepts of The Seed program.

THE SEED IS BEST

._.In late summer of 1571, an outside profes-
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Within this same time perlod, testimony
was given by Mr, Barker and young Seed
representatives before two additional Con-
gressional committees — The U, S. Senate
Subcommittee on Executive Reorganization,
chaired by Senator Lawton Chiles (Senator
Abraham Ribicoff, Chairman), and the U, S.
House Select Subcommittee on Education,
Chaired by Congressman William Lehman
(Congressman John Brademas, Chairman), -

Unprecedented action was taken by The
Florida Bicentennial Commission in adopt-
ing and endorsing The Seed Program, as
well as encouraging this same action on a
national level,

In 1973 through the efforts of friends of
The Seed serving in the Senate and the Flor-
ida House of Representatives, very fruitful
legislative reform; i.e. education and law
enforcement, were passed in the field of drug
abuse, These reforms have benefited thou-
sands of young people in the State of Florida,

In line with tentative plans for out-of-state
expansion by The Seed, an invitation was
accepted by President Art Barker to address

the Juvenile Court Judges at their Southern
Reaional Conferance (cancietina  af  tan
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this country, to become respected members
of their community, discover that they can
love themselves, love others, love family,
love God and love their Country. The Seed,
Inc., is a private non-profit corporation, oper-
ating as a non-residential center, The pro-
gram is designed to work with large numbers
of young people, predominantly between the
ages of twelve and twenty-five, and includes
all ethnic and religious groups.

THE SEED IS COOPERATIVE

During its first year, The Seed was able to
make great strides in important areas: Co-

belief of The Seed that the involvement of
the above areas is most important to enable
the young people to go back into their envi-
ronment to create a productive future for
themselves,

These groups, national, state and local, In
turn have shown their commanding respect
by honoring Mr, Barker with the following
awards:

1974 — Reclipient of a "Freedoms Founda-
tion at Valley Forge" award for the drug re-
habilitation program, The Seed, which he
founded.

1973 — “Service to Mankind" award for sig-
nificant and meritorious service to mankind.

e various sources of income, Art Barker wrote
o the United States Office of Health, Education,

e Governor’s Council on Criminal Justice:

THE SEED IS BEST
In late summer of 1971, an outside profes-

"sional evaluation of The Seed program was

made by Psychologist, Richard Urbanik, of the

North Carolina Division of Forensic Psychi- -

atry under the Department of Mental Health.
(This evaluation among other program eval-
uations which Mr. Urbanik accomplished, was
founded by a federal grant and a copy was
forwarded to proper officials in Washington.)

In early 1972 The Seed Program aroused
the concern and interest of the Honorable
Alfonso C. Sepe, Judge, Criminal Court of
Record, Dade County, Miami, Florida. He
strongly urged Dade County officlials to pro-
vide a home and site for “the only genuine
help avallable . .. and the most fantastic pro-
gram in the United States.”

As the work and success of The Seed
reached national prominence, founder Art
Barker, and several youngsters from the pro-
gram were Invited to testity on the subject
of “Drugs In Our Schools” at hearings held
by the Select Committes on Crime of the U, S.
House of Representatives, chalred by Con-
gressman Claude Pepper, in Miaml, Florida.
In a subsequent report printed a year later
to the Committee of the Whole House of the
u.s, I‘!le e:'mmltteLe stated they had studled

expansion by The Seed, an invitation was
accepted by President Art Barker to address
the Juvenile Court Judges at their Southern
Regional Conference (consisting of ten
states), held in the State of North Carolina.
An invitation was also accepted by Mr, Bark-
er and Seed representatives to address hun-
dreds of officials and prominent lﬁeo le in
Dallas, Texas, at the request of the las
Crime Commission. Recent conferences with
Go*emor Winfield Dunn and his associates
in Tennessee and representatives from the
State of Kentucky, coordinated by the Lieu-
tenant Governor's Office, are steps toward
opening new Seeds in these states, In addi-
tion groups from six other states are

attempting to bring The Seed to their com-
munities.

THE SEED IS A DYNAMIC PROGRAM

In the area of education, Drs. Richard E.
Hardy and John G. Cull have devoted an en-
tire chapter with reference to The Seed qg:.-
gram — "“A Therapeutic Approach to
Rehabilitation of the Youthiul Drug Abuser:
The Seed” — in their new book, “Drug De-
pendence and Rehabilitation Approaches”.
The summary is quoted below:

“In summary, The SEED is an organization
of former drug offenders who



U. S., the committee stated they had studied
a number of rehabilitation programs in the
course of thelr inquiry and: "One of the most
imaginative, innovative, and dynamic pro-
grams designed to eliminate drug abuse by
young people, found by the committee during
its investigation, is The Seed program in Fort
Lauderdale, Florida.”

The interest shown The Seed was further
highlighted when WTVJ Channel 4, Television
station in Miami, filmed a moving documen-
tary on the program "A Seed of Hope".

Another important milestone soon followed
in the growth of The Seed. Recognizing the
massive problem of the drug problem facing
its area, the Spring Term of the Dade County
Grand Jury, Miami, asked to study The Seed
program in order to accent and bring to the
foreground the epidemic of drug usage among
young people. Their study was published in
November, 1972, and included their recom-
mendations that The Seed program be ex-
panded to Dade County and throughout the
State of Florida, and that Federal, State and
local governments fund the program.

THE SEED IS GROWING

On Nov, 30, 1972, 500 young people from
Dade County currently on The Seed program
were transferred to a Dade County facility

~In Summary, Ine SEEU 1S an organization
of former drug offenders who are dedicated to
helping others. Its president, Art Barker, is a
truly rare individual who has somehow com-
bined great skill and genuine concern with
the ability to teach and treat drug offenders.
Its program of guided interaclion, honesty,
concern, and understanding seems to have
meshed into a workable method. The testi-
mony of parents, doctors, friends, teachers,
prison officials, members of school boards,
and others all point to the fact that The SEED
is a viable, dynamic program.”

This book is a publication of the Banner-
stone Division of American Lectures in Social
and Rehabilitation Psychology, published in
1573 by Charles C. Thgmas, Publisher. -

The Seed program administrative head-
quarters is presently maintained in Broward
County, where such centralizing In the book-
keeping, records, and research department
(Sced graduates are followed-up for a period
of five years) elc., have kept costs to a mini-
mum. Consultants from Coopers-Lybrand, an
international accounting firm provide a
yearly certlified audit of The Seed, Inc.

THE SEED IS SUCCESSFUL

As stated previously, The Seed fulfills the
need for a large program which can treat




THE SEED IS GROWING

On Nov, 30, 1872, 500 young paople from
Dade County currently on The Seed program
were transferred to a Dade County facility
where ultimately over 1500 young people
wera helped,

By the summer of 1973, in its third year of
operation, further involvements and accom-
plishments of The Seed coinclded with its plan
10 become a state-wide drug rehabilitation
program, The Pinellas County Seed facility
was opened in May al St. Petersburg, Flor-
, Ida, to serve the West Coast, becoming the
third such facility in the State of Florida, Two
months later, the fourth Seed facility was
made available in St Lucle County — Fort
Pierce, — to provide servifes to the central
area of Florlda, = -

THE SEED IS SUCCESSFUL

As stated previously, The Seed fulfills the
need for a large program which can treat
massive numbers successfully and econom-
ically, That The Seed fullills these needs is
evidenced by the rapid expansion, growth,
and acceptance experienced by the program
during the four year period since its Incep-
tion In 1970, During this time, The Seed has
helped over 5000 young drug users,
abusers, and addicts 1o re-establish new life
slyles, As oul-of-stale expansion plans crys-
tallize, The Seed anticipates further reall-
zation of founder -Art Barker's original
purpose , , , "many thousands of young peo-

le moving whole communities . . . by help-
ng themselves and others,"

Help us keep our country great by helping us make our kids
straight and great! All donations are tax deductible —

170 (c) of The Internal Revenue Code. Checks may be made
payable to; The Seed, Inc., 2501 72nd Street North,

St. Petersburg, Florida 33710

This Important message has been pald for by friends of THE SEEDI
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T0; Dept. of B E.W. B:th;sﬂa,‘h&aﬁland
Gﬂvﬂmﬂf‘s Council on Criminal Justice, Tallahassee, Florida
. Gentlemen:
Wwith the conclusion of this past year, The geed wos moti {o re-evaluat e need for Federal
nt contin sed.on Th 1 community and P | involveme The various Federal
nts under pration W (4] National {nstitute o1 Drug Abuss -~ County $224)
(2) Law Enf t A (LEAA) - proward C ty - $50, (3 . County
- §35,000 and (4} EAA - Pinells County - $60,000, F m total of 369,000 resulting in !
matching gy + of funds potalling 04,335,
To furthe! clarify this pi.n:tu:ﬂ.Ths geed must match the total Federal grd tswith 3 4,335 of 113
pwn funds. The Seed maintains that its 5104,335 can be used gcon cally and ffectively
without gowmmant fpureaucracy-
ble dﬂib&ﬂﬁﬂl‘l-,tﬂﬁ'l.mﬁﬂ in the ypanimous decision o0 the part of
d Program gaff of The Seed 10 wreject” all governmen

This ta-nw:ssmr:nt, after considerd
ard of Directors; Mrni:ﬂgmﬁ% an




This ta-asﬂssmr:nt. after ComuIuve=-
the Board of Directors: Mminlgtraﬁva and Proprams ==
granis
Th slmpﬂnﬁntd jon is based of three vital pr‘mﬂipl (4] geed's phﬂuwph is to
munity support b gperate an optimum P am. During past thre one-half years of operations
ed has built UP a cadre O pmm:a\ g community sW it nilosophy has enabled, and
ghall continue ! ,The Qeed 1O utili sound, | procedu ich have helped ap
imately 3s yourn people This outreach has resulted The Seed’ ing the gt SuCCess”
ful, the targesty and the m emmm‘ma\ P of its kin the orld; (2) The 1o gtition
for the Federal grants s a hostile atmosphere 2 n rehabilitation P This compe
tition brings disha y and discredit 1o 7€ pilitation efforts. 1t also fosters per agency that
focuses it8 efforts on Bf smanship rather th quality care for ng peopis: chould be the
basic, t imary, @ he only real concemms ) We disa & with the wiyory tow 1 appmm to the
funding of drug mh.ahm'taﬁnn programs Federal, 5 te, and 10 apencies have little oF no
pxperi® ce with sut ul drug habilitatio make * ife and d th" decls eir ability 10
eyaluaié is based ont tbook knd ledpe a0 pservations of program hich have failed
The Seed's rejection of th ederal grants and the subs uent elimin of the exces mands,
hlnﬂssmﬂul 4 bureaucrac ated by these numetuusasmﬂeﬁ. the necessary tonomy
The Seed 10 continue it tive and l;lymmic eadership in fulfilling its only purpos®
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