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Federal Though{ Control A Challenge to
American Liberties and Freedom

Vo M. NewToN, Jr*
TAMPA

It is generally customary for a dinner speaker
to tell a lot of funny stories. I know a lot of stories,
but I'm not going to bore you with them, Time is
limited and I have a most important subject to
discuss with you.

You doctors have done a magnificent job in
getting out and working in politics in the last
three or four years. You have learned what Plato
said two thousand years ago and T quote:

The penalty that people pay for not being inter-

ested in politics is to be governed by people

worse than themselves.

But yours has been a selfish interest, You
have been interested in politics only from the
standpoint of socialized medicine. You have
ignored the gradual infringement of persenal rights
guaranteed by thz American Constitution on all
fronts ol government. You have become alarmed
only when the ever-grasping politicians, with an

€ye to more patronage and more hoondoggling,

finaily turned their greedy eves to your field of
medicine.

Silent on Other Moves

When President Truman last year issued an
executive order giving the heads of the 2,000 fed-
eral agencies and bureaus the right to censor any
lews and any facts ahout our government, under
the shallow pretense of national security, you sald
not a word.

When the public officials of Louisiana prose-

cuied five newspapsrmen for the sin of printing
the truth about gambling in that state, not a medi-
cal society passed a resolution condemning this
trampling of Constitutional rights,
i .You remained silent throughout the Tampa
Tridune’s fight to force the Florida State Tuber-
culosis Board to open its meetings to the public
and conduct the people’s husiness in the open, even
though ay state medical board is the first step
down the road to socialized medicine.

* T N

PMa“ilg“lg Cditor, Tampa Morning Tribune,

res 1) . : ot ' N .
Aprit E;;:'tlbgdsélt the annual dinner, Florida Medical Assacialion,

You did not realize that if the freedom of the
press and freedom of speech are curtailed or con-
trolled in any form or fashion by the government
—and there are a hundred fights going on over
this principle in this country right this minute —
then you will get socialized medicine, regardless of
what you as individuals or as a group do about it.
You did not realize that your right to practice
depends on and is forever interiwined with your
right to know the truth about your government.

I propose to prove to you here tonight that
freedom of the press is not some high-sounding
theory through which the newspaper publisher
makes a lot of money. T propose to prove that it
is your right and if you, as citizens, permit it to be
abused in any way by the peliticians, then you as
doctors will find yourselves taking orders from
the government, not only as to which patients you
should treat, but also how you should treat them.

Methods of Control
Our federal government today employs two
methods in the attempt to control the press. They
are:

1. Direct and outright censorship. The best
example of this is the censorship of income taxes.
There is no need for me to rehash here all the
scandals that have been developed in Washington
behind the cloak of secrecy and which have been
aired in our newspapers during the last few weeks.

2. DPropaganda, which is nothing more and
nothing less than attempted thought control. And
it is in this field that our government has waged
its campaign for socialized medicine.

Both methods are necessary to a dictator and
a police state. I would like to quote to you a
statement made by a brave Argentine Congress-
man, Mauricio L. Yadarola, who appealed in 1950
to his people to overthrow Dictator Peron. DM,
Yadarola said:
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And what propaganda should a state put out?
In a democratic government, none; because the
only propaganda is the good work of the gov-
ernment; but in totalitarian regimes the peopls
must be fooled about the work of the govern.
ment and the virtues of the regime, and to do
this their ears must be bombarded continually
until the lic is accepted as the truth.

Ideologies thrive only through propaganda.
Modern government press agentry, as we know it
in America today, came into its own in the
American government in the dark days of the early
thirties, then flowered into luxuriant bloom first in
the New Deal, then in the Fair Deal. Men like
Washington and Jefierson did not need press
agents because they dealt in simple truths.

Today, according to the Congressional Record,
the federal government is spending $100,000,000
a vear for its press releases, prepared hy 50,000
government press agents, and $200,000,000 a year
{or the printing of these releases. That is a total
of $300,000,000 a year for federal propaganda.

This propaganda, put out under the guise of
government news, is & vielatien of federal law.
Section 201, title 18, of the U. 8. Code, in plain
legal language, {orbids the use of federal funds in
any manner designed to bring pressure on Con-
gress for any legislation,

How It Works

In 1943, President Truman sent a message to
Congress calling for a national health insurance
program, which was nothing more than socialized
medicine. Shortly aftefwards, Thomas Iarran,
Surgeon General of the United States Public
Health Service, sent a letfer of instructions to all
employees of that government agency. One para-
graph -of that letter read as follows:

Every officer of the Public Health Service will
wish to familiarize himself with the President’s
message and will bz guided by its provisions
when making any public statement likely to be
inlerpreted as representing the official views
of the Public Health Service.

Later Dr. Herman Hilleboe, an official of the
TPublic Health Service, was called as a witness be-
fore a House of Representatives Committee in-
vestigating government propaganda and quizzed
as to why the propaganda issued by his agehcy
supported socialized medicine as embodied in the
pending health insurance bill.

Dr. Hilleboe replied:

We would naturally give emphasis to that, be-
cause that is why we are in the government.
Otherwise, we shauld get out of the govern-
ment,

>—

Yo Yo
This is a strange concept coming from a publ;,
servant of a so-called Democracy. Dr. Hillehg,
implied that if you do not favor socialized medi.
cine, then you have no business in the gover.
ment. e further implied that it was perfectly
all right for a government official to spend tay.
payers’ funds in pushing our republic down the
road to socialism, even though Congress at no tima
approved any policy favoring socialized medicine
or had appropriated {unds for such propaganda,

It's All in the Records

The pages of the Congressional Record ar
crammed with documentary evidence of the Iq.
vear propaganda effort of our federal governmens
to foist socialized medicine upon the public, re.
gardless of whether the public wanted it or not,
This campaign to promote the national health
insurance bill was sparkplugged by the Social Se.
curity Board but also was materially aided and
abetted by the TPublic Health Service, the Chil-
dren’s Bureau, the Office of Education, the U, S,
Employment Service and the Department of Ag

riculture, :
Over the vears, hundreds and hundreds of
pamphlets, booklets and press releases were issued
by these six federal agencies, all painting in wan.
derful colors the heauties of socjalized medicine,
Not one pamphlet or press release was issued
pointing up the evils of state medicine as prac
ticed by the German government under Hitler or
cocialized medicine as practiced in Great Britain
today. One pamphlet issued by the Public Health
Service even went so far as to advise its recipients:

You can write a letter to the Readers’ Column
of your local newspaper, tell your editor why
the readers of the paper should back the na-
tional health insurance,

Harry J. Becker, health consultant of the
Children’s Bureau, was asked by a Congression
investigating comumittee if he gave both sides of the
question of compulsory health insurance.

“T don’t know what you mean by both sides”
replied Mr. Becker.

Qscar Ross Ewing, Federal Administrator of
Social Security, is the master propagandist of 2
government of and by propaganda. He admitted
to a Congressional investigating committee that he
has no less than 65 full-time press agents on b
payroll. And when Rep. Clavence Brown, o
Ohio, asked him what right he had in propagandi*
ing in favar of the President’s compulsory medr
cal insurance program, which is socialized med?
cine, Ewing airily replied: “It is not only my right

survivingstraightinc.com
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put my duty.” Al of which may explain why

president Truman twice sought to elevate him to a

cabinet job in charge of the nation’s health,

education and security. '
Classic Whitewash

In March 1950, the House Buchanan Com-
mitfee investigating lobbying activities asked the
U. §. General Accounting Office for a report on a
tour of Europe taken by Ewing and a selected
staff of FSA assistants between Dec. 1, 1949
and Jan. 17, 1950. The Comptroller General, in
turn, asked Ewing for a statement. That state-
ment was a classic in whitewash. Ewing told the
Comptroller General that his mission was “an
official survey approved in advance by President
Truman.” The Comptroller General, in turn,
passed along Ewing’s statement to Congress with
the observation, “There is no information readily
available to this office which indicates the facts
to be other than reported.” Congress did exactly
nothing and the cost of Ewing’s Furopean junket
to the American taxpayers still remains a deep,
dark secret.

The junket, itself, was a compiete triumph for
socialized medicine. Trom London, Dublin, Edin-
buargh, Stockholm, Rome and Tel Aviv, the press
and radio reported thousands of glowing words
from the Ewing medicine show. On his return to
this country, New York newspapers quoted Ewing,
“I come home with even greater confidence in
President Truman’s proposal for national health
insurance in the United States.”

The “Health Workshops”

The federal propaganda campaign for social-
ized medicine was built around what the bureau-
crats called the “Health Work Shops.” The first
organization meeting to form the “Health Work
Shops” was held in Washington, Nov. 2, 1943,
Twelve persons attended — ten of then full-time
employees of the Public Health Service, the Social
Secarity Board and the Department of Agricul-
ture.  Subsequently, “Health Work Shops” were
held in Chicago, St, Paul, Jamestown, N. D., and
Denyer, Col. Fighty persons attended the St.
Paul “Shop,” of which 17 were full-time govern-
Inent - emplovees representing seven bureaus,
Ninety-eight attended at Jamestown, 18 of whom
were federal employees,

Rep. Forest A. Harness, of Indiana, chairman
of the House Subcommittee on Publicity and
P"Opaga-nda, which investigated the “Health Work
Shops” had this to say about themn:
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Not only are men and women paid substantial
salaries in their federal positions for their full-
time activities in other fields, but in many in-
stances {raveling cxpenses and incidental costs
of thesc pressure-group meetings are paid out
of the funds of the federal agencies,

The Commiittee has, for example, a report frem
the General Accounting Office, showing that
various federal agencies paid ouf a total of
$1,930 in traveling expenses of federal cmploy-
ces to and from the Jamestown Health Worlk
Shop, This conference took 18 federal officials
away from their desks for a total of 126 man
days. o o

Another report froni- the General Accounting
Officc shows that the federal government paid
almost $5,000 in traveling expenses of federal
employees for a scrles of five Health Work
Shop conferences and planning meetings held
throughout the country before our investigation
began.

Plan Was Simple

The propaganda plan of the “Health Work
Shops” was simple, A dozen or more of the fed-
eral security officials, thoroughly embued with the
theary of socialized medicine, would meet with
several score carefully selected persons in a given
area, always at taxpayer expense. Cur public
servants would carefully school their selected
guests in the general art of conducting meetings,
carrying on discussions and in persuading people
that they cannot live without socialized medicine.
These selected guests in turn, were urged to or-
ganize their own meetings and to spread the word
in such fashion that a wave of pro-socialized
medicine public opinion, even though it be {alse,
would be generated and would sweep across the
country and engulf Congress.

Literature prepared by the Social Security
Board and pamphlets and booklets published by
the CIO, the AFL and the Physicians’ Forum, a
propaganda agency for the national health in-
surance bill, would be mailed to the special guests
at the “Shops.” The Social Security Board litera-
ture hore such interesting titles as “Technic for
the Organization of Citizen Groups,” “Forma-
tion of Pressure Groups,” and “Methods of Bring-
ing About Group Action.” Many of the CIQ and
other outside pamphlets were mailed from govern-
ment offices at taxpayer expense. In submitting
one pamphlet to the Subcommittee on Publicity
and Propaganda, Counsel Bow said: “It is ap-
parent from the attached summary, that this
pamphlet and material for printing for compul-
sory health insurance plan, to be put out by the
CIO, was prepared and edited by the Chief of
Division of Coerdination Studies, Social Security
Board.”
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One Witness Reports

E. ¥. Engebretson, executive secretary of the
North Dakota State Medical Association, was not
invited to the Jamestown “Health Work Shop’ hut
crashed it, anyway. When called as a witness be-
fore the Subcommittee on Publicity and Propa-
ganda, he testified as follows:

It was stated by Mr. Becker that the Gov-
ernment was interssted in establishing such a
demonstration project in North Dakota and in
Arizona, which states, hecausc of their normal
below-average income, would have great need
for comprehensive medical carc on a federal
hasis,

The propesition he made was utterly amazing;
that is, to me, patticularly in view of the fact
that the last scssion ol Congress refused even
to report out of committee the health Bill.
Hec cnumerated the following list on the hlack-
board of scrvices which he promised would be
available in North Dakota without any cost
to the state whatsocver:

(1) Locating children in necd of medical care;
(2) Diagnosis of all pregnant mothers and in-
fants through the age of 21; (3 Treatment of
pregnant mothers and all children through the
age of 21; (4) Preventive service and periodic
checkups;  (3) Immunization; (6) Prenatal
clinics; {7) Child-heaith clinics; (8) Hospital
care maternity and child to age of 21; (9)
Public health nursing; (10) Mental hygiene for
children with behaviour problems; (11} Neu-
rotics; (12) Dental care for maternity cases and
all children to the age of 21.

He staled that, for this part of the program,
they have adequate unallocated funds in
Washington; and that theyv could see fo it that
North Dakota had_ sufficient moncey to ¢over
100 per cent of these items, stating that the
state would not be réquired to match the funds
in any way.

Mr. Becker’s Story

The Mr. Becker: to-whom Fngebretson re-
ferred, was Harry J. Becker, of the U. S. Chil-
dren's Burezu, which is an agency under Ewing’s
Federal Security Administration, He was called
to the witness stand before the committee right
after Engebretson and quizzed by Representative
Harness. After stultering over several uestions,
Becker finally admitted, and T quote:

I did statc that federal funds were available
for maternal and child-health purposes, and the
listing of scrvices that was read inte the testi-
mony were elements o a comprehensive pro-
gram for nmothers and childven m any commu-
nity; and I did give those to the conierence;
and T did say Lo the conference that these
services could be financed from public funds.
I did not suggest that federal funds were the

- only source of financing this demonstration.
‘I suggested state funds and local funds, and I
also suggested integrating voluntary prepay-
ment plans with such a comprehensive over-all
community program,

survivingstraightinc.com

However, it is not my intention to convey the
idea that North Dakota is the Federal Security
Bureau’s horizon. It’s too big for that, and worlg
rule ig its apparent aim.

In 1946, one Dr, B. M. Davis, a member ¢f
the staff of the U. S. Public Health Service, which
is one of Ewing’s bureaus, was temporarily de.
tached from his government job in Washington
and sent to England. There he spent 18 montlhs,
devoting zll his working time to the task of assist.
ing in perfecting legislation for the labor govern.
ment in England for the complete socialization o
all hospital, medical and dental care in that
country.

In reply to a query from me, Ewing carefully
pointed out that this junket originated before he
became Security Administrator. Then he said;

The Public Health Service sent one of its com-
missioned officers to Great Britain early in
1947, This assignment was for the sole purpose
of preparing & factual account of the British
Health Service, without in any way passing
judgment on the desirability or feasibitity of the
plan — which did not go into effect until July
1948,

This so-called “factual acceunt,” written by a
man prefudiced for socialized medicine, was car-
ried in a 40-page hooklet, *Public Health Re
ports,” Feb. 11, 1949, which was paid for by the
American taxpayers, and it described minutely the
operations of socialized medicine in Britain. What
could be better propaganda for socialized medi-
cine than this?

Dr. Davis, the author, is the son of Michael
M. Davyis, chairman of the executive committee of
{ha Commnittee for the Nation’s Health, which
perhaps is the most conspicuous lay organization
agitating for socialized medicine in the United
States. And Representative Harness arose in- the
House and declared that “the Davis father long
has been a co-worker with Messrs, Arthur ]
Altmeyer, U. S. Commissioner of Social Security,
and Tsadore 8. Falk, director of research aud
statistics in the Social Security Board, in the
national and international agitation for socialized
medicine.”

England Went Whole-Hog

It is noteworthy to pause here and consider
that the lahor government of England is the [irsl
in all history to go whole-hog into socialized med-
cine, giving all its people free medical and dent
care from gout to falling dandruff, TLenin pro
posed it for Communistic Russia but canny Stalis,
with perhaps a better knowledge of human naturt
hung some stipulations on communistic medicine

— .
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L bion Nt
A Russian worker gets 50 per cent cash value on
his illness only after two years of uninterrupted
work in the same industrial unit; 60 per cent, 80
per cent and 100 per cent if he works there three,
six and more years. A Russian woman wins
motherhood health privileges only if she has
worked at least seven months in the same plant.
talin, Molotov and the other high ranking Rus-
sian bureaucrats, however, can ail to their heart’s
content in luxury, including richly endower sana-
torig and rest homes in the Caucasus and Crimea.

Bismark introduced socialized medicine to the
modern world in 1884, but he limited it to worthy
workers.  Pure socialized medicine, like pure
socialism, never has worked in the world, perhaps
because man’s nature never has changed since he
first emerged from a cave. It is perhaps com-
forting to note that Emperor Diagcletian, who by
the way was the first man in written historyv to try
out government price controls, was chased out of
his Roman empire in 301 when he accumulated
more recipients of state welfare than tazpayers.
And that King Henry IV, of France, who first
coined the “chicken in every pot” phrase, in the
sixteenth century, was assassinated.

Set Sights on Japan

Our T. 5. security officials tried to introduce
socialized medicine in conquered Japan. The
records of the “Tokyo Health Mission” are written
plainly in the Congressional Record. On June
14, 1947, William H. Wandel, Chief of the
Program Division, Burezu of Unemployment Se-
curity, who had been appointed chief of the
Social Tnsurance Division of the Public Health
and Welfare Section of the Supreme Command for
the Allied Powers in Tokyo, wrote as follows to
Director of Research Falk of the Social Security
Board in Washington:

We think that our need is for someone who is
primarily not so much an economic analvst as
one versed in health insurance, Heaith insurance
is the major ficld of social security In Japan
- - . Permanent revision requires amalgamating
National Health Insurance with Health Tnsur-
ance on a compulsory hasis,

The “Tokyo Health Mission,” composed of
twa men from the Public Health Service, one from
the Social Security Board, and one from the
Federal Housing Authority, left for Japan on
Aug. 28, 1947, After a quick snrvey of the
country, it drew up a set of recommendations
calling for compulsory socialized medicine, right
under the banner of General MacArthur’s victo-
Tious American army. The General took one look
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at the recommendations and rushed them to the
American Medical Association at Chicago for con-
sideration and advice. And there the recommen-
dations died a natural death. By that time, Con-
gress had been alerted and the “Tokyo Health
Mission” exploded into exactly nothing, even
though it was a good, slick try by the Social Se-
curity Bureau.

I queried Ewing abeut this, too, and agai he
said the project was organized before his regime as
Security Administrator; although I noted from the
records that the junket left this country 10 days
after he took office. FEwing said:

Al the request of General Douglas MacArthur,
a missfon was sent Lo Japan, under War De-
partment auspices and at its cxpense, to evalu-
ate and make recommendations to tie Fapanese
Diet on their existing social sccurity laws, in-
cluding the Japanese national health insurance
law of 1926, On July 3, 1948, General Mac-
Arthur publicly announced that he had accepted
the formal report of the mission and that the
group had carmed the thanks of the Allied
Natlons for the time and assistance they so
generously gave,

A Different Story :

Under ordinary circumstances and on the face
of it, Ewing might have gotten away with this
smooth explanation, But unfortunately — or
fortunately, depending on the way vou look at it
—there is in the Congressional Record a letter
from Representative Harness, chairman of the
Subcommittee on Publicity and Propaganda, to
Chairman John Taber of the House Appropria-
tions Committee. This letter, written- after Rep-
resentative Harness' committee had investigated
most thoroughly the “Tokye Health Mission,”
made the following charges:

1. That the health mission to Japan was com-
posed entirely and exclusively of 1nen long
identified in the public record as advocates and
proponents of soclalized medicine not only in
the United States but throughout the world.
2. That the real purpose of this inission is to
lay the groundwork for a svstem of socialized
medicine in Japan,

3. That the scheme for such a mission origin-
ated in the Division of Research and Statistics
in the Social Security Board in Washington, and
nowhere else.

4. That the nominal request for the mission
was cngineered through the General Head-
uarters of the Supremne Commander in Tokyo
by federal cinployees sent from Washington
for that particular purpose.

5. That General Douglas MacArthur does not
favor —and does not approve —any plan to
cstablish  compulsory  socialized medicine in
Japan.

6. That the dispatch of this mission to Tokyo
is a gross misuse of public funds,

7. That the veal purpose of the mission was
not to assist Japan in working out her basic
preblems in health and welfare, but to force
upon that country a compulsory system of
socializedd medicine,

.
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Active in Other Branches

The same processes of destroying individual

Tiberty and private enterprize through insidious

propaganda are going on in other branches of our
federal government. The Department of Agri-
culture, for instance, has gone all out for the
Brannan Plan, which is nothing less than sccial-
jzed farming. The TFederal Housing Authority,
through propaganda, seeks always, at taxpayer
expense, to expand public housing. And need I
remind {hat all housing in Communist Russia
belongs - to " -the government. The Depart-
ment ;- of .—Iif‘ié'rior, through propaganda, has
sought to trod ruthlessly on the rights of indi-
viduals in its ever-expanding irrigation and rec-
lamation projects, which are socialistic, any way
you look at them. The Department of State, in
its eagermess to spread our socialistic dollars
around the world, hit new heights in propaganda
to sell the American people on the beauties of the
“gomething for nothing” philosophy in the Mar-
shall Plan. Ewen our Department of Defense
joined the propdganda parade, spending thou-
sands. of the taxpaver dollars to promoie and sell
universal military = training to  the Congress
through the people. There are sume who will tell
vou that the two essential requisites for a social-
istic or police state are universal military training

and socialized medicine.

You perhaps are wondering why you haven't
read of all this in vour newspapers. 1t is partly
due to the curse of bureancracy. American £ov-
ernment has mushreomed into tremendous pro-
portions. No one newspaper or group of news-
papers could possibly cover in detail all of the
2,000 federal agencies and bureaus. Tederal press
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agenls are absolutely necessary to assemble the
facts of government and to transmit those facts to
the people. But unfortunately, many of our fed-
eral press agents have been too busy with propa-
ganda to deal in tacts. Now, on top of it all,
President Truman, by executive order, has granted
the legal right to the heads of all federal agencies
to censor the facts about the people’s husiness.

Correction is Possible

What is the answer? Tt was simple back in
the thirties when Roosevelt first steered this
Republic away from the honest road of Constitu-
tional government., It is difficult today when
Harry Truman can, with one scratch of his po-
litical pen, simultaneously embrace the CIO while
he seizes an entire private industry. But it can
be done. 1 need only to point to the gallant come-
back of the South from the ashes of the conguet-
or’s carpetbag government to a position where to-
day it is sounding & clarion call to the rest of the
nation to return to the principles of the American
Constitution, the greatest document of free gov-
ernment ever devised by man. Tt can be dong,
but it will require all of the intelligence, earnest
effort, and absolute unselfishness on the part of

every patriotic citizen.

1 conclude by quoting to you the defiant mes-
sage that Henry W. Grady, the famed editor of the
Atlanta Constitution, shouted to the North as he
stood in the ashes of ths conquered South. Mr.

Grady said:

If there is any human force that cannot be
withstood, it is the power of banded intelligence
and responsibility of a free community. Against
it, numbers and corruption cannot prevail. Tt
cannot be forbidden in the law or divorced in
force. It is the inalienable right of cvery free
community — and the just and righteous safe-
guard against an ignorant or corrupt suffrage.
It is on this, sir, that we relv in ihe South.
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