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THE MOTIONS ALLECE thet the com-
misgion has added extra quelificotions ta those
outlined in the U.5. Constitution for candidates

'Hearing set
to decide fate
of Saunders
candidacy

By WILLIAMMNOTTINGHAM
5t Patersburg Temes Staff Writer

TAMPA — The State Ethics Commission vot
ed Friday to decide the election law charges
against 5th District congressional candidate
JoAnn Saunders before the Nov. 2 general elec
tion. Mrs. Saunders immediately sought a federal
injuction to block the action.

Mrs, Smunders is accused of not filing a state fi
nancial-diselosure form on time. If the commus.
slon finds her guilty, it could recommend to Secre-
tary of State Bruce A. Smathers that her name be
removed from the ballot.

'AFTER A 5-2 vote relaxing part of its proce-
dural rules, the commission set a public hearing
— "a quasi trial," according to commission chaur-
man Don H. Reed Jr. — to weigh the charges be-
fore the election makes the issue moot. The hear-
ing will begin at 10 a.m. Monday in Tallahnssee

Charging that the commission decision was
tainted by partisan politics with the ballonng
only eleven days away, Mrs. Saunders sad,
*“JoAnn Saunders is not going to be a sacrificial
lamb for Don Reed. Don Reed is a Republican *

I will never give up my rights {(to be on the
ballot),” she said. “The only way you can get
JoAnn to give up is to put a bullet through her |
will fight to my last breath."” ;

At Monday's public hearing, Mrs. Saunders
an Orlendo Democrat who fought her way past
four primary opponents for the chance to chal-
lenge Rep. Richard Kelly, R-Port Richey
would have an opportunity to mount a defense be-

~fore the nine-member ethics panel.

But if Mrs. Saunders and her attorney T. Mi.
chael Woods have their way, there will be no hear-

ing.

Leess than 30 minutes before the federal court
house in Tallahassee closed, motions were filed un
her behalf to forbid the ethics panel to proceed
with its investipation. It names all el mem-
bers, individually and in their official capacities.

for faderl office. One hour before the sthies hear-
ing is scheduled Mondey, U.8. District Court
Judge William Stafford will hear the injunction

request.

Meither Mrs. Saunders nor Woods aitended
the commission meeting in Tempe. Mrs, Saun-
dera had charged the doy before that the panel
was no better than a “kangaroo court.”

“This is rot a kangaroo court,” Reed irsisted
“We don’t inflict punishment, We don't have any
power at all to penalize.”

“What we are charged to do s to determine if
violetion oceured. We would be abdicating our re-
sponsibility if we did not do something”

The athies complaint azainst Mrs. Saunders
was filed in September by Jack Conlen, of Long-
wood, whu s a registered independent. Coudun
has ackrowledzed beirg an seguaintance of one
of the candidates Mis. Saunders defeated in the
Scpt. 7 Democratic Party primary, but says that
hed no beering on his action.

In a Sept. 28 runoff election, Mrs. Ssunders
won bandily, defeating Pasco County Circun
Court Clark Miller Nowtan

NEWTON LAUNCHED A court attack
agninst Mrs. Saunders, based not only an the fi-
nancial disclosurs g, but on 2 second aeousa.
tion that she improperly quolified for effice as an
indigent to avaud paying a filing fee. He contend.
ed sha could have afforded the fee, but an
Orlando sireyis judge last month threw the suit
out, |

The commission is an advisory Body. Should it
find M. Saunders in viclation of the law, it
would make a recommendation to Smathers, who
ia the state’s cluef elections cfficer. Ha would
make the final determination a3 10 whether, und
hiow, tha eandidate should be psnalized.

Reed, a Boca Raton attornay, savd that aecurd-
ing to the wey he and en assistant state attorney
general interpret the law, Smathers would huve
no aiternative out to strike Mrs. Saundars’ neme
[rom the Naov. 2 ballot.

Friday's cummission vute was important be-
cowe it determined whether the commission
would be able to benr the charges ageinst Mrs.
Saundars and settle the dispute before the vaters
go to the polls. The panel established anemergen-
cy procedute wawving the i0-day rotice normally
aflorded persons accused of violating state ethics
laws. A lesser notice now can be given & long as it
is “reasonable . .. under the ciroumstances.”

"Somp of the ethics commission members are
trying tnchange the rulss as they go alung,” Mra,
Suunden
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Mrs. Saunders
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Because at least two commission members feel
that removal from the ballot would be too harsh
for what has been termed "'a technieal violation,"
thry were reluctant to vote for the emergency
rule,

REED SAID HE FELT that if lesser penal-
ties could be impnsed on Mrs. Saunders, their
would be little dispute among the commission
about proceeding with its hearing.

] don't believe there is an immediate danger
to the public health, safety and welfare” that
would warrant a rules change, argued Ed H. Price
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Jr., of Bradenton, *I think the ultimate arbitrator
will be the public and they are getting the oppor-
tunity to decide."

Backing Price's view was Charlotte F. Hub-
bard, of Dunedin. Since many 5th District voters
have already cast absentee ballots, she said, any
change in the candidates would "sort of reek hav-
oc" on the election.

But commission member John A, Grant Jr,, of

Tampa, went to Reed's assistance, saying the pan-  not.

el *didn't make the law," but has an obligation to
proceed under it,

He argued that the issue probably would have
been settled by now if Mrs, Saunders had kept the
word she gave to the commission on Oct. 11 to

waive the 30-days notice rule,

But instead, Mrs. Saunders "backed out” of
her statement and declined to waive the time peri-
od, knowing that the 30-days would fall after the
election,

“I consider that a breach of faith,” Grant said.

Grant said Mrs. Saunders gave election offi-
cials a sworn statement saying she had properly
ﬁlet!' her disclosure form “when in fact she had

The form was due July 20, but because of what
Mrs. Saunders has called a clerical accident, it
was not file until two months later,

“That's the only way she even got on the bal-
lot," Grant said.

http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=5K1QAAAAIBAJ&sS|id=hVODAAAAIBAJ&
pg=5070,5554774&dqg=miller-newton+election&hl=en
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