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Newton,
Dunbar spar
with words

By CHARLES PATTON
Pasco Timas Gtatf Writer

NEW PORT RICHEY — The verbal sparring between
Pasco County commissioners, Pasco County Atty. Peter
Dunbar and Circuit Clerk Miller Newton continued at
Tuerday night's commission session,

The sparring invelved a request by Newton that the
board, by specific motion, approve general warrants or pay
vouchers issued over several months,

Newton said the Florida auditor general's of fice suggest-
ed such n move during its current audit of County Commis-
sion records.

The current and previous commissions have been han-
dling warrants merely with the signature of commissioners
attending the weekly or bi-monthly sessions without specif-
ic motions to approve the documents,

“I FEEL it is merely a formality since the It (submit-

-ted for approval Tuesday night) includes only documents
signed by commissioners at board meetings,” Newton said,
) Bllll: Dunbar recommended that the commission not
ive its blanket approval to the request without first dou-
le checking the clerk's list.

“Iean't recommend that you take action tonight,” Dun-
_ha! said, "There is alot of money involved. There probably
is no problem but it seems as though someone should do
gome checking, P

“If we verify your representations, the action you have
requested would be in order,” Dunbar told Newton,

“I'm not about to give blanket approval for hundreds of
thousands of dollars without checking them first,” Com-
missioner Robert K. Rees said,

WHEN A MOTION to table the request was pro-
Nsad.tNamnmi said, “I'll wit‘rdnw the issue.”
ut commissioners voted unanimously to shelve the
voucher list until it can he reviewed by Dunbar und County
Administrator Richard Kelton.
to approve the list of old vouchers wan the
second shot fired in the clork's direction Tuesday night.

Moments earlier, n motion by Commissioner Mathew
Prahasky Jr. that the clerk provide verbatim transcripts of
all commission tings was i Iy app ]

Prahasky eald he liked the verbatim treatment given by
the clerk's office to a recent meeting transeript so woll that
he bel the ission should have such a record “all
the time.”

“Is the county prepared to hire another fulltime staffer
for my office?” Newton asked. *We'll do our best but |
can't guarantes we can do the job with the existing ataff.”

A :gnkmnan in the clerk’s office Wednesday said it has
been the procedure in the past to provide comminsioners
with & record of rel 1t ti and voting
rather than the verbatim minutes.

tounty commission

was tahled for study and recommendation by Kelton,
Commission Chairman Mike Olson pointed out that the
recent adoption of the administrator's office gives Kelton
full IW to recommend the appointment of depariment
heads subject to confirmation of the board. p
‘1 don't think it is proper for us to get involved," Olson

paid.

Reds joined Hamilton in opposing the delaying action.

Hamilton said Wednesday he was prepared to recom-
mend that the commission consider appointing James A.
Brooks, 54, of Brooksville, as building director.

He said recommendations to him indicate that Brooks
is qualified to handle the job.

Hamilton said he does not see his action as interference
with Kelton's duties. He said he has discussed problems
with the building department and other agencies with the
administrator,

“I FEEL the bullding department is one of the mosat im-

‘portant in the county,” Hamilton said, He added that he

thinks that the department has some problems with its
present setup and that “Brooks can get the job done."”

Brooks is a former investigator for the Florida Building
Contractors Licensing Board, He resigned from that post
earlier this year, James Linnan, the agency's executive di-
rector said.

Brooks joined the state agency in 1969, became chiefin-
vestigator in 1971 but took what Linnan described as a
“voluntary demotion" in 1972 after "he became involved
with a problem with mansgement,” Linnan said,

LINNAN said one of the problems stemmed from the
fact that Brooks was working for the state at the same time
%Tt he was operating a 1eal estate brokerage in Brooks-

8.

Linnan said Brooks continued as an investigator based
in Brooksville until September 1874, when he was trans-
ferred to Miami, where he stayed about two weeks and re-
turned to Brooksville without authority,

He said Brooks subsequently ed the transfer to
the state's personnel commission. The appeal was upheld
and Brooks returned to Miami, where he worked for a few
weeks and then resigned, Linnan said.

he commission also:

v Approved a 52,800 project to improve the ventila-
tion and circulation of air at the Pasco County detention
center. The work involves relocating two existing fans and
replucement of 18 others with larger, variable.speed units.

he recommendation was part of a study of jail facili-
ties by the county's consulting engineers and architects,
Stuottler, Stagg and A i of Orlando. The recommend
ed changes involving fans will provide the maximum cool-
ing and mir circulation short of installing refrigerated nir
conditioning.

s Approved a request by the Florida Division of
Corrections to amend deed restrictions allowing the state
agency to convert the Zo.phyrl:il!l work release program
wile into n vocalional ie Lraining p site,

v Authorized the ineering s and other county
officials to work with | interests in secking a solution to
salt-water intrusion in private wells by buil retaining

Commissioner William Hamilton tried to dis nam-
ing 8 successar ta former huilding di Jolin Cushi

; to keep salt water from flowing inland via natu-
ral ch |

Cashion was relieved of both his huilding department
and uumdmlnumtor duties several months ago in a
“no confi ::Je" vote or'm. commission. He haadltuea filed
suit ag ] i luiming t b

Sherman Williams, Cashion's top assistant, has been
acting building difector since then, -

HAMILTON'S efforis were thwarted when the issue
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V' Hejected maint pa jects on Pinehill
Road and in Leisure Beach subdivision proposcd by
Prahasky.

pg=6923,5320204&dqg=miller-newton+election&hl=en

survivingstraightinc.com


tstewart
Typewritten Text
http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=_JhjAAAAIBAJ&sjid=XF8DAAAAIBAJ&
pg=6923,5320204&dq=miller-newton+election&hl=en




