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Ordinance -
would reduce
circuit clerk’s

budget powers

Pg 71

+ By CHARLES PATTON
Puacn Thiman Llall Weinre

DADE CITY — A p"fluld trdinance
strengthening the pawers of Paseo County Ad-
tainistratar Richard Kelton and reduclng the
nistharity of Clrenlt Clerk Miller Newton wan

Introduged Tuesclay night by County Commis- .

sion Chairman Mike Olson,
The ardinance, if approved next week, would

itrip Newion of much of his hudpet formilating

powers and pompllation of the agendo for eom-
mission mectings 11 wlso would prohibit all
county afficials fram interfering with county
«employes who ane under the direet supeevision
of the adeministrataz,

NEWTON 18 rogarded by some coumty af-
iclale as dabbling in the gnticr-muhiua puthosi-
Ly of the commission. laon's proposed ordi-
Tunci 18 S6EN M E0me quarkers 05 Ao attempl 10
curb Newton's alleged Intrusion in eommision
lusiness, | .

The feud wver who controls caunty govern:
ment — the comilsaion o U clerk's offics —
came Lo b hend lest week when Newton conduel-
el iress conlerénecs Lo reveal statisties in g pre-
posed “buseling” budget for 1978-76,

None of the commissioners had been told of
the budget figures unlil Tusday right, al-
though the commision in respanaible for ap-
praving the spending plan,

"™ Newton wublicly apologized for his actions
Tuesday night. e

“There apparently has been some confusion

as o resull of the manner in which 1 presented
the buglget," Newton said. “For, that, I am
sorry.” ‘

Newton declined lengthy comment o the

commission's move Tuesday night, He said he
had not seen the ordinance until he read it at
the commission meeting and needed more time
Lo studly the proposal before discussing it.

Newton said he plans to coneult with his at-

torney to determine if the ordinance is in con-
flicd with state statutes sesting forth the duties
of the clark.

HE SAID he is especially concerned about

the budget, since state statutes require the cir-
cuit clerk to prepore the baseline document far
the commission's congideration,

The new ordinance would require, the ad-

ministrator to “prepare and gubmit to the
Bﬂu;ﬂ of County Commissioners for its consid-
eration and adoption an annual operating bud

eb, & capital budget and a-capital program.”

The adilinisLrator alsowould Mmmibb !
for eatabilishing kehodulas and procedures Lo be
follwed by all tn:nﬁa departrenis, offices and
gencles [n connecton with the lm:{fd. He
wauld alwa supervise and administer all phases
af the budgetary process.

[n proparation of this yrar's basel ine budget,
the clerk gave eoch department head maximum
\tali they couldd request i1 the docuanent, New:
tom suicl the figures wars based on apending pat.
torin during the current vear and m inflation
{actor. ¥

*[ dov not want o gat Inta o fight with any-
ane,” Nowton said when esked for his reaction
ta the proposed ordinande. -

KELTON SAIT the action came an o sur-
prise to him, But he noted he had recommended
s ome of the ponditions for his taking the job
that the commisslon consider adoption of the
atate admivisteitor siatute o part of the
county's scdm{nistrator ordinance, Lo

Caunty Atty. Peter Dunbar said the ordi-
nurice closely follaws tint slate satuts.

Kellon said the time frame of implements-
tlor of the duties outlined in the new vrdinance
might present some problems,

“We'ra right in the middle of the budgeting
process,and it would be difficult for sameone to
Junt lep in now," his anid. 1

* Kelton assumed his duties June 1. The bud-
I preparation process began several weeks be-
oro.

OLSON tried to have the ordinance ap-

 proved a8 an emergency measure Tuesday

night, His only immediate support came from
Commiesioner Robert K. Rees.

Commissioners William Hamilton and Cur-
tis Law, while not expressing opposition to the
move, 6aid they wanted at least o week to study
the d ordinance. .

ommissioner Mathow Prahasky Jr, was out
af town, )

Hamilton cautioned that the commission
oncebefore had glven sweepihg powers to its ad-
ministrator and later was forced to reverse some
decisions.

1 just want to make sure we're not making
the same mistake ngain," Hamilton sai

Law said the magnitude of the ardinance is
such he believes it should be studied carefully,

“I'm not going to vote for anything | haven't
had time to study,” he said.,
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