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vice presi-
—dent for reséarch and development, said

| those contributions served hundreds of
| area familiés.

But the Florida-based program —
spotlighted by First Lady Nancy Reagan
and others for rehabilitating youngsters -
with drug problems — has closed 1ts

"+ Clermont— County facility sbeing

gued by Cincinnati -ar ama—mdméual& and
—eepperaaeas—te—reeever—ﬁ—slmﬁea»——
—contributed to lure it here in 1982.

Expected to stay
The-class-action suit, filed. uLHamml

tén.County-Common Pleas-Court,.

“tains. the. donations came with th

——derstandmg%Stmgm—weule——
and maintain a pmgram in Greater
—tCincinpati— - -

-1 - Plaintiffs include individuals who-en- =

, rolled their children in the Stral*gh&
program, as well as the Greater Cincin- -
nati Foundatxon» the Kroger Co., the

I The plamt:ﬁs want_ the money re- . .
| -turned to the area for u

__1rehabilitation. .

Straight has supporters iocally, but
its. rehabxhtauve methods at the center
L  Pike i ,

{roversia g1t -
. Critics claim- the program 1solated
“patients from their es and scrutl-

nized friends 4nd assom‘ites of family _.

—{members:—- e

At one_pou;rt,_tthClermnm_Countyi—

—_ | center enrolled more than 200 young -

| clients w:th drug or. alcohol problems,

USSR |
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At one point, the Clermont County
center enrolled more than 200 young
clients with drug or alcohol problems.
Enrolment dwindled as charges-and- —
_legal actions increased
= At the Same Hine, fie nper of
dtug xeimbititation beds offered by oth-— .
_er_mpre _conventional facilities was i~ °
creasing.. o T -

Hedden said Tuesday from Florida
that competitive treatment programs
) and declining enrollment led to the
decision to phase out the Clermorit
County center.

“The whole industry has changed.
There are a lot of treatment programs
open now in Cincinnati, When we came,
+-there werewtt-she-saids- -~ o

Harsh experiences

- Aftorney Tim Smith, who has repre-
‘- against- Straight; - alleged "the program
deprived youngsters of g

........

“A nightmare,” parent-Shelly Rybolt -
—_She wasn’t-permitted.to-see her daugh-—
“I"fer for 10 months, and program: vegula--
fiS Wouldin't perit ber to invite her
| -own-friends j : ause,—she»ssiaéé.-

i

 (Please see § TRAIGHT, PE_ e Cc-2)
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE C-1,

‘at ‘Stedight>for &ight moriths; said
~program <iles ~regfredfatily -

_~members. to_obtain permission. of

town, -

“If familiesfbroke the rules they-

were nidiculed in front of others, It

was like being drummed out of the .
Army, the kind of thing you see in

~ I said. His sonis now getfing
along well and is back in college, he
said.

excelleﬁt public-iélations in Great-
er Cincinnati. The high point may

" about Straight. "It was very good |
_ .._forme;sai

. teen-aged counselors to go out of ~hppened,”she said.

the money he paid in advance,

[orwood woman.
“A lot of people don’t achieve,
and_then they want to.blame oth- -

ers,- I

- lid-havesittiads<bar:4- 48t
think all they say happened ¥eally |

“] had a good experience. I [
can’t_say anything bad about it,”
said i_ who was enrolled in the
Straight. program for one year and
two weeks, . ,
said she has_heen dry

ael
ship, Clermont County, is another
who said he was hélped by
Straight. He now has a good job, a

'_ “We regrét that we carvi’t'hglp
everyone, but we try to provide

have come when Nancy Reagan families with a program that can
TR ARt DS eee—heln el lardenecal "-‘M:—“;:L
N E i T . =

The loeal and nationial pre'éé was

—lady invited a-16-year-old-Straight—-denied that physical-abiise was or

patient,-Robin Il to accompany

—her on afour=city trip-to promote

drug abuse prevention.
Now - 20, i is among- those

~system has proven successfal, she’’

HETAc e Skraigl %
program is emotionally difficult for |
ungsters-and-their-families;but—-
is a part of it.. The peer-pressure

said, noting that Straight operates.
centers in seven other areas of the

Wh? have favorable things—to—say

country.
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