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StAnces—a “gath

’B’?“ JOHN‘ERikRﬂI
W

-+ MOUNT KEPOSE—Even under -

normal circumstances, Step. 4 is.
oxre of the most. dlfrlcult.

Re  sto
Stralght S gume to overeoming
) drug abuse, reads:

Admit to God, myself and'
ﬁ*el;ﬁno er_numan Being the exaet -

It was the “another humanu

classmates, parents and staff— -
confessions such as t.hese can be
wrencmng

But when TV cameras and tape

word ana The First Lady sits

“transfixed by it all the expeﬂenee s

. is even tougher. -
_But the teenagers: g@rsevered.

-at their Clermont County School,
‘here were some of the experiences
£h, r Mrs. Reagan,

Nanc? Reagan and her travel-
-ing retinue of attaches and Secret

“Service agents, and 30 péople’

carrying eameras, t,ape recorders
. and notebooks.

Itmadefor some sweatier
palms and some drier throats
among the confessors, but their
message was the same as on any
~6ther Monday rnight.™

'LIKE MANY of their peers,
they drank and smoked pot. But
ey’d smoked-more, drank more,
_and advanceato other drugs suen

lee thelr peers, tney tought
with their parents, got depressed,

got into trouble.
= But they’d done It more often,

. and more serfously—many con-

__templated suicide, some_tried 1t.

Some were arrested for drug pos-

the medla and an extra-large

&

»
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SHANNON,_ A feen-aged boy,. -
has been in the program for 7 days-

and on drugs for six or seven

years: He’d done mushrooms, co-

calne, and-oplum; among-o)
“I'even stole money off my

mom and dad 5o I could keep .

doing drugs. »

onthe wm the meeting Toom, -

——**
done, pot speed opmm, hasmsn,
acid, “anything I could get. my
hands on.”

~“He'd béen dol

years, and In the program for

_seven days.
es

session,.,_.many had run away from

home. _
A show-of-hands roll call by

for sixmonths

They were high lrm_ﬁ

. they shoplifted at one tlme or
anotner to raise money for their
habit,

Most of the-boys sald they’

" carried weapons sometimes, some

committed breaking and snte-

tohis~ 5
on the right track.™

maw

the—m some teenagers cam,

OME TOLD oLexpeﬂemLe,s

on
booze or pot at boarding school, so

he tried paint-thinner, “even anti-
perspirant because 1 thought I
might béable toget highonthat.”

with “dmgg”‘ggtsjg.&.t.he— n-———"—

Cheryl said when she ran out -

of money for conventional drugs,

Tings.

MANY. SMOKED pot and did
omer—drugswhen babysitting,

dozen raised to hands to say t.hey

she began rummaging through

her grandmother's shoebox full of -

prescription pills.

*1.read the labels and just

started popping anything that I

= sitting high.

might work.”
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