xgzyslésﬁﬁs% o eonfused: “Taat
d‘ut \;mz a1 mirm?‘ - asked Rose-

Thehﬁwabhﬂ'ld—year-nldsun,]im‘ i
' Hewasdewlywﬁh&awn.ﬂepr&ssed.qm
et!i‘aeya&hqokeﬂfumy His forearms

he’d-been-gouging
" them with his own ﬁnggﬁgails and the
nnes of flaﬁ%‘ﬁm
~Weaver told the doctor.”
‘Sﬁimg“sr""‘n? aeked,

mmhevt— turn for confusion- B
" could anyofie fiof" koW ~about Straxght )
Inc the h:gh—imﬂmty drug-treatment
was the summe; of 1985
W i Greater Cincininati

ol

- mmmm—m~ :
hund:eds of kids, attmctmg grants from
the city’s biggest corporations. 1t had |
even been visited by ﬁtst lady Namcy
Reagan,. who wept during an emotion-

* packed tieetmg -
umghthadawayofevokmgstmng _]t
SeNngs as well a3 shalp ODINIONS, § eOpIc I
seémed to praisé !t or curse it. The
convenient Jabel was “controversial,” but
that didn’t explain Straight’s s confronta-
tional style, strict rules and underlymg
behefthatk:dswlﬂdbestpressureeac
other away from drugs.

Uncovering truths
So Rosemary and Bob Weaver began o

tell the psychiatrist what they knew. Most
clients stay in the program about 1
months, They removed their son after
three. Something had gone very Wrong
with Eric,

T 5_{‘?:31}53:)2&@1{5&“9 ansa of T
why he was so traumatized. Ind,eed, the
Weavers would have ag much fo learn as

, to teach, Thejr fact-ﬁndmg fhission con-, |4
sumed-muth. of the last- four-years;. in=-

= xolved them Sheir )|
private crisis to pubhc inspection. ¥

It began with a revelation from special-

ists in another drug-treatment pmgram 1
 The boy didn’t fit the profile for.¢iemifal |

*  dependency. He had experimented sparse~

ly with drugs. No more.
But at St.taxght he was, hamdled Jike alt |

the others g with
i’.ea’ih. ched&est cgrouﬂcr%yﬂhe‘be}r-
oops wat constantly, prodded oy |
and staff-to confess bad behavior, |
bﬁﬁed at other kids’ homes where the
* windows were nail ed shut and the bed-
“Put Ehat was standard proeeé\ute,_ac-
cordiug S v e EimyTEs Later, winder
the e @ 2. theramsf, Bric ﬁﬁm
WW?WWWW%
and paid-for it. On a number of occasions, 1
said, he’d been pinned to the floor and
kepi there for houks; His
st the floor. For weeks, he said, he
was shunted to an 1solanon 100M dunng

survivingstraightinc.com



ly with drugs. No more.

But at Straight he was handled dike all |

the others — 35 “drugae,” flirting with

- desth.The wma-1ad around by v belt T
loops, watched constantly, d ‘

peers and staff to confess. bad behavior, 11

boarded at other kids' homes where the

windows were nailed shut and the bed- L

“But that was standard procedure, ac= |
condicg 3 e i Later, wnder

-
P~
9 %

TR Py o m

the caze of 2. therapist, Bric discised [

g T el aarln ROT
and paid for it. Ona number of occasions,
he said, he'd been pinned to the floor and
kept” there for “howts, B Tacé pressed
against the floor, For weeks, he said, he |
was shunted to an isolation room during

 Program officials denied their allegations,
including physical abuse. .
But, according to Bob Weaver, "“We
weren’t just saying that somechie THpped
~ out_and vic, We said the |
# program itself is the problem.”
‘Although Cincinpati‘s: Straight -closed | -
last year due to dwindling enrollments; | -
{ie program continties in six other states, ‘

Settlement reached. - .
TheWeavet&gnt-theix.dzy‘hfmunﬂﬂs
spring. ‘Their first witness was a former |
chient and staff member. Under oath, he
described how the local Straight operated
and Sald Torce. whs. roitinely used, éven |
 ordered; un lids whowonldn't comply.- |
The same day, Straight offered the
Weavers a settlement. It was ‘not "an
issf fongdoing—Nor—was—the 1
amount evertobe revealed. On the advice
-of-their attomeys; the-Wedvers. accepied. .|
it, M
Bt the settlement did not bring peace. |
Money had never been thgir goal. Ac-
<. coumtability was: And governmental-over-"
-sights Jn-Oltio; anyene can- hang. out B
. diigle and offer dmg treatment. Licen-
h St other” parents: 4o °
e“ﬂf“ﬁﬁﬁ‘quﬁﬁmm*f
also like to tell |
hype about

survivingstraightinc.com
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