- Gm-cm-émﬁ“dpou-
_ed, hasbeen to hell and back again. .
Like many adolescentd, the Indtan Hill
High School student yielded to youthful in-
ucuﬁtya!ewyuum;n:wl(mmnb-'A
_letic boy, he recalls that _a"m-ug
at school—“Being. str! tw':‘m'teool.
who were straight were re.”

B says he started using drugs S -
sixth grade out of cur , then for status
among friends. He y allowed his life

tobaswanowod‘bym"o‘cjﬁtl’nmmwfmu.
He was fired from a job, lled from
—mmm-la:émﬂo-—

——Then-he-found Straight Inc., & drug

“rehabilitation program in St. Petersburg,
Fila. He says it set him free. . .

" “F-was like a tee alcoholic before I

agnlor.“lmmkcodlmoneofmmmmot
. ,

Similor program starts g Hebron, Ky.;

Porents-involved-in euglmont process.

Poge 8A - '

druggie kids who was picked to be in
sm&m.mm feel great about myself.”

is described as & kind of salva-
tion for drug-ab g

ers of the program, who expect to introduce.
it toCincinnatf in late~-December. A similar
program, Kids Helping Kids, operates in He-
bron, Ky. coT T
But some critics say Straight rellés on
heavy-handed tactics to achieve its goals.
One former clijent calls it “a prison and
‘mental brainwashing—as bad as they can .

"

' A DRUG-FREE program, Straight

3 i m -peer-
pressure lured teenagers into-the.drug cul-
ture and it can be used to turn them away
from it.

‘The youths are placed in foster homes
during the program'’s first “phase.” They

_ % to the Straight center seven days a

week for 1Z Hours daily. School or work ac-
tivities are excluded.

Their rights to watch TV, listen to the
stereo or radio, and read books, newspapers
or magasines are taken away—then gradu-



phases.
The clenta, as youths enrolled in the
are called, gradually return to°
their schools and jobs. They recetve &
days.off { Straight each week as

.~ -They spend much of their time at

- Straight discussions almed at them
to look honestly at their problems. Many

_gtaff members-are former “druggies” who
have beenthxommoxperkncu. -

—— When they leave the center at night, the
youths write sell-reflective discourses about
the things they have .learned about them-

_selves during the day. S

B s poer pressute s >
- T’S reverse peer Drmﬂ&ﬂ'
works,” BlEsaid. -of-a-bunech 91{_

27 A tormer Porsst Hil student, I
nﬂhmn‘mu by ¥

3

-y o Sue STRAIGHT, Poge 8A



statfs seemingly negative ATIWUAE OWAre
—m‘m‘ﬂrnn away from smm

n'oveuy as recently as this past .
the Florids Department of Heslth and

Rehabilitative Services interviewsd—tive -
cnentl: na momtormz visit Mm-

program. At firs i
around. by-their belt Joops, a practice also
muombt,irmrmﬂdpﬁtmwmm
_inHebron.

Burmmm pnuooftbem/ : , ;
otk e windows. H 1dn's ) 7 ! ’ N "oy ; ntwnd—

Wome,ﬂppﬁenﬂyao he couldn’t run reeord':ieep!ii' T

Soma of the young cllenta W
C o i threat x with /

A rson who doesn’t conform, [
sﬂd l;peuxe]y to get a hostile reaction from eourt orders or commitment to.a mental =

other clients and counselors

ll
YOU ARE guuded constantly at

“Mgnmly md physlctl-

Ot GOWI1 011 yOu—2r v

urgm SCCOUnTtE of thely

window. It seems like a

. smm sbout ﬂnm

Thirty-five to 40 Gruter Cmchmr

‘lmuhmonumeydldnotvolunhmym

up for the program.
“This appears-to-

cdpmueethstlbouldbecuefullymm
edbrpmgnmadmlnumuon."tnedm
ment'nepon

: _ pret
sald, some clients would try to “con” thelr moewohe WK {:ﬁ&"&mﬁ,ﬁm&: nm

: id niice. Get out
quicker,” he said.
Greg however, says Stmght
worn because young people can’t fool
counselors who have used drugs themselves.
Mmeasycon. said SN of his
ght days. “I conned everybody,
 thought:1-was & really nice kid. 1
dressed real preppy. I had short hair. People
M%"’gm"
When uﬁm
‘cell’s parents took him to'several psycholo-
‘gists and psychiatrists. He would complain
-that his parents nagged him. The physi-
#ns would relay that messa.ge to the fami-

“Drugs,” said
. vlew.” Because 50 few

“never were in the
nts know about
drug abuse he said, t.nat situation is com-

letting them do their own t.hlng
of

everyone happy all of the time.”
__However, Hartz noted that Straight has

been praised by several national authorities
on drug abuse, including Dr. Robert Du-

+

Pont l’oundlng dlrector of the Nntlono,l
" Institute on Drug Abuse.—

AT STRAIGHT'S requeat., Dr. Andrew
Malcolm, author of several books on drug
depeudency, examined the program this
year to evaluate charges that it favored
brainwashing techniques or encouraged a
cult-llke exlstence

. comnl&lntl about the pro- 4
gram, Hartz said: “You're not solnc to mue

-costs, sald Thomas Markham,

besa qmmm

,mdthortmr—

yOUthZ WHo Went Imty te
spreﬂ‘ﬂie word about it here.

The interim director of the Cincinnatt .
centeg will be @man with & master’s dégree

in. .experience at Straight’s -
Atlnnﬁ branch, Hartz said.

Eight peer counselors will be working at-

the-center. Two adults—a college freshntin
and-a college senjor with- experts

Straight-
ence—also will be on the staff. Hu'ta—nld—

the Florida program has a part-time doctor -
and a part-time puycmatmt, as f.he Cinein-
nat] program ulso will ha

PRy

AL organizers are trying to mhe
$650,000 to renovate a building near Milford
for the' Straight center and for operating
co-chairman
of the drive to bring the program here. The

mon., drive has attracted financial support from
!‘, . ‘ Igtlg: largrftl.y mr;g;rﬁo’r:ﬁdﬂlclﬁa firms 11k Ptoct:r & Gugble American
S S .. sald traight: “ ﬂﬂéorp and Kroger,hesaid, ==
lEIMOST paren mmm.mm 8 ared fair; and emr—* aAniEon o Strajght and ,‘., FaTo=—
“ fT‘ was & druggle,” s b = mmbmatb:gmu‘z%elo dbe rea.so:‘s ;:r ‘Ing Kldﬁ two hospital-baged ad
‘ceM, ~ AWAY, ¥ mom GW y,  succesa. No one isinjured by the order mesa trea ! rograms Al he in o
thought ‘Oly, I'm s failure, which 18 8 reac- , -of Straight” this apent %'uucommmm Introduced ln_,
' - " Straight's Harte sald 55 percent of those 'I‘he t Hospital of Cincinnat lt
who enroll in the program complete it. Of open in May 1982 at the p
thet number, half stay off of drugs for at site ob 8t. George Hospital, where 1§-wili-
least one year. Twenty-five percent have a  serve 24 adolescents with '
minor relapse and return for aditional Aabise problems, said Conrad l"ouo! e Bt~

treatment, he satd.
Becsuse of its centmvenm ’a.ppromch

Séq U ib gl @ w =3 \nd tmnt OEALY]
t o e eional st B~Ded N D nned 1of the.grounat s .,
wm%"""‘p" neadlines. sincs 1t thesds North l:do;;lnw will have soony 10F %0
escenta. date.
In 1977, several resigned, cit-  for % um.ﬁ' '.\
MW&»O&%&'S&M@ program fgeg® ST,

survivingstraightinc.com

Francis Hospital Care Unit.

Mark Davis, director of the Bom A

Alcohokand D

wiile & court was delivered to toune.nwmmywmmmm
relpane the 240 of 0ne of his clients from the  need when peopls are presenting fheme
program, tried to alip  assives for trestment.” L





