By DONNA ESPY
Staff Writer

The long, brick building looks
deserted with its windows closed
off and parking lot empty. But
inside, more than 100 teenagers are
seeking and finding freedom from
drug dependency.

STRAIGHT Inc., a family-ori-
ented, non-profit adolescent drug
rehabilitation program, has been

ing, located in the 2200° block of
Austell Road in Marietta, since
Aug. 15. Today, program adminis-
trators opened the renovated facll-
ity to the media to explain their
purpose and goai.

The Cobb STRAIGHT program
opened in August with 84 adoles-
cents enrolled. Now 115 people,
ranging in age from 12 to 21, are
enrolled in the private rehabllita-
tion program, sgid David Tilley,
executive director of the faclllty.
Some 60 percent of those now in
the program are Cobb residents,

housed in the old A&P store build- .
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Teens Finding Freedom From Drugs

Tilley said, with others coming
from around the metro Atlanta
area. out of state and even out of
the country.

The 20,000-square foot building
located on 2.5 acres can eventually
accommodate up to 350 persons,
Tilley said. The program uses the
foster home concept in which par-
ticipants stay overnight in homes
of advanced STRAIGHT clients
while they undergo up to 12 hours of
daily counseling and group therapy
to rid themselves of their drug
habit.

The rehabilitation program con-
sisgg of five phases, Tllley said.

In the first phase, the client is
taken away from home and family
for a period during which he works
on himself and his feelings and
parents attend several meetings on
the problem at home.

In the second phase, clients are
allowed to go home and try to
resolve problems within the family
unit. During phase three, cllents
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can start back to school or work
and begin setting priorities for
their life after becoming drug free.

In phase four, the client has
more leisure time and is away from
the program up to three days a .
week, getting back into the dally -
stream and developing new friend-
ships.

Program officials said phase
five is especially important to the
total development of the program.
In phase five a participant can aid
newcomers to the program by shar-
ing experiences and feelings
through counseling sessions.

STRAIGHT uses the principles
of Alcoholics Anonymous in the
sense that drug users interact with
staff members who have been
through the program themselves
and have experienced much of the
same feelings and physical trauma,
Tilley said.
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See STRAIGHT, Page 10A
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STRAIGHT Helps Drug Addicts

Continued From Page 1A

A northwest Cobb resident, Tilley
has an executive staff of four persons
and ajjunior staff of seven persons,
ve been the
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problem plaguing metro schools.

For mere information on
; Cobb or the banguet,




	img828
	img829



