Treatment
center told
to get |
State regulators investi ate

clients’ complaints of use
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denying the adolescents in its care water and
medical attention and physically restrammg
them — has not followed its own rules for investi-
gating such cOmplamts state_health regula&ors

A Marietta drug- treatmeﬁt;facxllty accusdd of

have charged. = =
The state Department of Human Resourced of-

" fice of Regulatory Services has given Straight Inc.

until March 16 to come up with a plan for fixing
“seriousdeficiencies,” saxd Martin Rotter, dxreptor

. of the, snite office._

Because of the controversral faclhty 'S poor Hoc-
umentation and follow-up to complaints from cli-
ents and their parents, investigators could not clear

Stta.lght.of the allegations, but. it .: not
[~ “prove them, according 1 a Feb. i
The ﬁacﬂxty did not have quialified COu sélors

and did not follow state guidelines for such thi

medical heeds a weeks-long investigation foA d.

Center administrator denies clients” lﬂegadons

C Suzanne Hardman-Broder, administratr of
Straight Inc., denied that clients were abus
mistreated and claimed that the state regulators
did not discuss such allegations with her 1
-~ Straight Inc;, ywhichrhasbeen fari=-
etta for ajmost 11 years, is part of a I"londa- ed
chain of adolescent drug-treatment facilities |that
has come under fire in other states. Officials in 'Cal-
ifornia, Virginia and Florida have mvestngpted

-~ complaints of -abuse; in some instances closmgf&

cilities.

=== Clients- at the Marretta--faelhtyfﬂege&#hey'-”-'

were:

» Called a “slut,” “tramp” and a “hell- raiker"
in front of a group.

» Denied access to water, medical care and
sleep.

» Physically restrained and not permxtted to
leave even if they were an adult.

~"Other problems detailed by the regulators i
cluded:

» The facility couldn’t prove their psychlatmst
evaluated a client who swallowed a bottle of eough ’
medicine and some whiskey, and slashed lus arm.

cy diploma; three others had-only bachel
grees with majors in psychology.
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