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The Straight program, a privately

effort patterned after Alcohol
ics Anonymous, enrolls teenagers for
an average.of eight months For their
first several weeks Uiej spenjj 12
hours a day at the center, am are
given more time off as, (bey make
more progress.

In January, the American Civil
Liberties Union filed suit against
Straight's Georgia branch, laying five
teenagers :were being, held there
against their will. The AOLtT is now
trying to work out an out of court
settlement under which art independ-
ent panel would monitor complaints
about the program.

, Some critics say the program uses
brainwashing techniques to indoctri-
nate teenagers, but Carlton Turner,
White House drug policy advisers,
said a Canadian expert recently stud-
ied the program and cleared it of such
charges.

The Straight meeting- began with
patriotic song singing ami a question-
and-answer session between the teen-
agers and Mrs. Reagan.
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