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“The American Civil Liberties Union
«»has gone to court to force the release of |
ive -teerfagers who it says are being held.
inst their wills by a drug-rehabilitation

een;er Marietta. .
. ions were filed in Cobb County -
Supe Court late last week by attorney .

Kathléen Wilde, who said the teenagers
arebemgheldbynnunlicensedorganm ‘
tion in violation of state law. ~ :
The court papers say that the teen-
agers’. continued detention at the
STRAIGHT Inc. center creates “an im-
mediate danger to physical and mental
.»healt_lg' and thatethey have suffered inhu-
dgane and undignified treatment there
Ms. Wilde, who was unable to gam
admittance to the center Thursday, said
_she_ m'%clli the actions because “I've had
very rts ~ from ~—people-
released from smﬁf"m as recently as
last:Friday.”
The teenagers ,;re not permitted to
use ﬁe phorte or communicate with anyone
the center, she said.
= Ms. Wilde filed writs of habeas corpus
uce the bodies” — on be-
vof Dunwoody, 18; Bill.
given, 18; Allen

s

ers be
'l'hmday, has been sat fdr that date.
Rut Travis father, James
said he was d of the ACLU’s
action on behalf of his son.
The ACLU “is aticking their nose in
my business and in my son’s business,” he

: He defended STRAIGHT, gaytng its’
the “best program there is.

“My son thinks so, too" said. .
“He’s 13 years old, and he can leave any-
time he wants, but hasn't left.”

A boy who was released from .

“STRAIGHT recently said tbat he called the -

ACLU and gave attorneys the names of the
five teenagers listed on the writs.

Parents of the other four teens cwld
not be reached for comment.

STRAIGHT director Dave Tilley sald |
he received copies of the writs late Fnday

“I will he reviewing those with..our
attorney,” he said Saturday. :

Tilley said his organization is seeXm’\
a state license.

He said the state Depa:tment of’
Human Resources has been in contact with
STRAIGHT, in keeping with its normal
licensing procedures.
~ “We are going to come under the aus-

ices of ? Tilley said. “That is eur
tention and our desire.”

The organization’s strict:methods have
been described by some observers and par-
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“This never happens in
the presence of the execu-
tive staff, so they can plesd
i “ sajd the parent,

fots 25 e
l'l-yul'-:ld Sandy
ngs youl recentl
r:lused from STRAE‘GH%.

ment by’ the STHAIGHT
staff or' by théir parents,
who may ise that they
‘can leave program if
they don’t like it
‘or instance, they said,
“prograiti oo the
using STRAIGHT's WATS
line to make a long-di
tance call. Once she was i
she was
stalf mem-~

tarn to schoal onli™at the
diseregon of 3 the
f.

. 4, fi i~
school, says STRAIGHT's
nuthodsh'm completely

“For many peoph!hn&
‘ahsolum nn

others

STRAIGHT goes too far.
Rohert Halford, director
of the Metropolitan Atlanta
lcobol and

be pretly er-

Dummtled past mem-
bers tell of locks on the
outside of doors and win-
dows at foster homes, and
of physical.gbuse that, they
say, takes plnce in the cen-
ten“ume-out rooms.

“One parent with a child
‘How in the program said
Friday that groups of
young staffers restrain un-
coopermve male members

y s§ting or jumping on
Lhem until they agree to

who asked not to be mlgati-
fied. “But they koow it
goeson. ~
"Pan of uu program is
to gel the children Ured,”
parent said, adding
unL at one his
coll

Tilley dismissed the alle-'
gations of physical abuse.

“That does_not happen,”
cally abuse
That's upsemng 0 me

~#I'm concelmed ~
that kind of ion
against the be-
cause it's just not true.”

He sald STRAIGHT -bas
the “most open-door policy
of any drugrehhuutlon

%ucm n a private,

based In St
Fla. =,
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